U.S. Uses of Force, 1870-1995

No.

MID

Year

Description and sources

1

2117

1870

In the MIDs data, coded as a raid, June 17-18. The pursuit of pirates into Mexican
territory on the Rio Tecapan on these dates is confirmed by NYT7, 6/21/1870, as
well as Grimmett (1999, 8) and Ellsworth (1974, 114-5). Offutt (1927, 53-4) notes
that the pirates used an old formerly British gunboat flying the Salvadoran flag.
Two Americans were killed and six wounded in the engagement.

1871

Naval forces land in Korea and destroy five forts in response to attacks on
Americans in country, June 10-12 (Grimmett 1999, 8). Offutt (1927, 54-9) notes
that the expedition was sent to ascertain the fate of Americans killed in an 1866
incident. Force was used when Korean forts resisted the incursion. Three
Americans were killed and ten wounded (Ellsworth 1974, 57-9; USDS 1934, 65-6).

1873

Landing in Panama, May 17-22, to protect American interests during hostility
between local factions and the Colombian government (Ellsworth 1974, 46-7;
Grimmett 1999, 8; Offutt 1928, 60-1).

1873

Landing in Panama, September 24-October 9, to protect American citizens and rail
traffic on the isthmus during local violence (Grimmett, 1999, 8; Offutt 1928, 61-2).
Ellsworth (1974, 47-8) notes that while troops were onshore only during the dates

indicated, naval vessels were in the area from September 18 through December 14.

1547

1873

“Remolina Incursion.” In the MIDs data, coded as a border violation, May 6-June
16. Historical accounts confirm that U.S. troops crossed the border to conduct a
raid on bandits in May. Grimmett (1999, 8) reports that a large number of incidents
took place between 1873 and 1896. Historical accounts report many border
crossings by bandits from both the U.S. and Mexico even before 1873 (Callahan
1932, 341-408; Gregg 1937; Morton 1932, 341-68; 417-8; Rippy 1932, 282-310).
After an extended confrontation between U.S. and Mexican forces between 1877
and 1880 (MID 1544), the two governments generally cooperated to suppress
banditry along the border. The incidents listed in the MIDs data are those
considered most important. This incident is the most dubious, since the federal
government may not have authorized it, although there is some historical evidence
that it did (Rippy 1931, 288-9).

1874

Landing in Hawaii to protect Americans during coronation of new king, February
12-20 (Ellsworth 1974, 92; Grimmett 1999, 8; USDS 1934, 67). Offutt (1927, 62-
4) notes that the landing was requested by the Hawaiian government, or at least by
the faction favoring the coronation of the new king.

1545

1875

“Las Cuevas Incursion.” U.S troops cross Mexican border in pursuit of bandits and
clash with Mexican military forces. In the MIDs data, coded as a border violation,
April 20-July 12. Historical accounts indicate that the incident took place in
November 1875 (Grimmett 1999, 8; Morton 1932, 355; Rippy 1931, 290-2).

1544

1876

U.S. and Mexican forces repeatedly confronted one another along border in dispute
over suppression of border violations by bandits. Historical accounts indicate that
this incident was not resolved until the U.S. presidential order authorizing military
violation of the Mexican border was revoked in February 1880. In the MIDs data,
coded as a raid, May 16, 1876-August 20, 1878.

1544

1876

Landing in Mexico to preserve order in Matamoras, May 18 (Grimmett 1999, 8;
Offutt 1928, 64; USDS 1934, 67-8). In the MIDs data, coded as a raid, May 16,
1876-August 20, 1878.

10

1543

1880

Naval vessels sent to enforce right of U.S. citizens to hold property on Mexican
island of Ciare in Gulf of California (Callahan 1932, 402). In the MIDs data, coded
as a show of ships, February 1880.

11

1882

Landing in Alexandria, Egypt to protect American interests during British attack,
July 14-18 (Ellsworth 1974, 75; Grimmett 1999, 8; USDS 1934, 68). Offutt (1927,
65-6) notes that American ships were ordered into the area earlier in the summer of
1882, reaching Alexandria on June 27 and departed on July 20, after the British had
the city entirely under their control.




12

1885

Brief Marine landing in Colon, on the isthmus of Panama on January 18 to protect
the property of the Panama Railroad Company (Ellsworth 1974, 48; Offutt 1927,
66-7). The Marines departed the next morning, January 19.

13

1885

Following an uprising in Colon (Panama) beginning on March 16, Marines were
landed to protect American property on March 31. A larger U.S. force arrived on
April 10 and proceeded across the isthmus to Panama City. After Colombian
troops arrived, the uprising ended. American troops began withdrawing, the last
departing on May 25. (Ellsworth 1974, 48-9; Offutt 1928, 67-70).

14

1888

Landing in Korea to protect Americans during local political unrest in June
(Ellsworth 1974, 59; Grimmett 1999, 9; Offutt 1928, 71; USDS 1934, 68).

15

1530

1888

A display of naval force on December 20 persuaded Haiti to release a seized
American steamer (Grimmett 1999, 9). American ships had been sent o the area
immediately after the Haytian Republic was seized on October 21 (Ellsworth 1974,
88; USDS 1934, 68-9). In the MIDs data, coded as a show of ships, October 16-
December 20.

16

191
3363

1888

Landing in Samoa to protect American interests during local civil war between
November 14, 1888, and March 20, 1889. MID 191 coded as a clash, December
18, 1888-March 16, 1889. MID 3363 appears to be a duplicate, dated June 1887,
when historical sources do not indicate any activity.

17

1599

1889

In the MIDs data, coded as a U.S. show of ships off Haiti, September 20-30.
Pletcher (1998, 300) confirms that the U.S. Caribbean squadron acted to protect
weapons deliveries to Haitian rebels and to reconnoiter Mole St. Nicholas, where
the U.S. sought base rights.

18

1889

Landing in Hawaii to protect American interests during local unrest, July 30-31
(Ellsworth 1974, 92-3; Grimmett 1999, 9).

19

1890

Landing in Argentina to protect American interests during local unrest in July. All
troops were withdrawn by July 30 (Ellsworth 1974, 13; Grimmett 1999, 9).

20

1891

Landing on Navassa Island in Haiti to protect American interests during local
unrest (Grimmett 1999, 9; Offutt 1928, 71; USDS 1934, 69-70). According to
Ellsworth (1974, 89) the Marines landed to assist the U.S.-owned Navassa
Phosphate Company with the “considerable difficulty” it was having with its black
workforce, June 2-20. In the MIDs data, coded as a show of ships, February 21-
April 22.

21

1891

Joint operation with British in Bering Sea seizes four ships to stop seal poaching,
July 2 to October 5 (Ellsworth 1974, 150; Grimmett 1999, 9).

22

1891

Landing in Chile to defend American consulate, August 28-30 (Ellsworth 1974, 16-
7; Grimmett 1999, 9; Offutt 1928, 72; USDS 1934, 70).

23

1891

“U.S.S. Baltimore incident” was a violent confrontation between American sailors
and a large group of angry Chileans. It reportedly led President Harrison to
consider war with Chile (Deconde 1963, 299-300; Schoultz 1998, 99-106). In the
MIDs data, coded as a threat to use force, December 1891-January 25, 1892.
Offutt (1927, 72) and Ellsworth (1974, 18) give October 16, 1891, as the date of
the Baltimore incident.

508

1893

Marines from USS Boston landed to preserve order and protect American interests
when Queen Lilioukalani deposed. They remained on shore from January 16
through April 1 (Ellsworth 1974, 93; USDS 1934, 70).

24

1894

Show of naval force against rebellious Brazilian naval units interfering with foreign
shipping in Rio de Janeiro, January 29. (Grimmett 1999, 9; Offutt 1928, 74-5;
USDS 1934, 70-1).

25

1894

Landing in Nicaragua to protect American interests during local unrest, July 6-
August 7 (Ellsworth 1974, 122; Grimmett 1999, 9).

26

1894

Landing in Korea to protect American interests during Sino-Japanese War, July 24,
1894-April 13, 1896 (Ellsworth 1974, 59; Grimmett 1999, 9; Offutt 1928, 75-7;
USDS 1934, 71).

27

1894

Landing at Tientsin in China to protect American interests during Sino-Japanese




War, November 29, 1894-May 16, 1895 (Ellsworth 1974, 30-2; Grimmett 1999, 9;
Offutt 1928, 75-7).

28

1894

American naval vessel placed in drydock and used as a fort at Newchwang to
protect American nationals (Grimmett 1999, 9). The gunboat Petrel departed for
Newchang in October 1894 and departed the area on April 24, 1895.

29

1644

1895

“French Claims on Dominican Bank.” In the MIDs data, coded as a show of ships
by the U.S. and France, February 11-March 11, 1895. Welles (1964, 506) confirms
that the U.S. responded to a French show of force with naval action.

30

1895

Landing in Colombia on March 8-9 to protect American interests during bandit
attack on town of Bocas del Toro (Grimmett 1999, 10). Offutt (1927, 79-81) notes
that local authorities gave the American force permission to land. Ellsworth (1974,
51-2) notes that American naval vessels arrived on March 7 and remained for a
month after the Marines reembarked.

31

1896

Landing in Nicaragua to protect American interests in Corinto during local unrest,
May 2-4 (Ellsworth 1974, 123; Grimmett 1999, 10).

32

1898

Landing in Nicaragua to protect American interests during local unrest in San Juan
del Sur, February 7-8 (Grimmett 1999, 10).

33

1898

Spanish-American War, April 21-August 12. In the MIDs data, the beginning of
the dispute is coded as January 3, ending on August 12, the final day of the war.

34

1898

Landing in China at Peking and Tientsin to protect American interests during
conflict between Dowager Empress and her son, November 5, 1898-March 15,
1899 (Ellsworth 1974, 32-3; Grimmett 1999, 10).

35

1899

Landing with British in Nicaragua at San Juan del Norte and Bluefields to protect
foreign interests during rebellion, February 22-March 5 (Ellsworth 1974, 124;
Grimmett 1999, 10). Offutt (1927, 82-3) notes that the landing took place at the
request of the Nicaraguan government.

36

1899

Landing with British in Samoa to suppress local conflict over succession to throne,
February-May 15 (Grimmett 1999, 10; Offutt 1928, 83-5; USDS 1934, 72).
Ellsworth (1974, 146-9) notes that the U.S. suffered 4 killed and 5 wounded in
fighting with the Samoans.

37

1899

Philippine Insurrection. The U.S. proclaimed possession of the islands in January

1899. Fighting began on February 4, involved over 100,000 American troops, and
continued until July 4, 1902 (Matloff 1985, 337-9). Rogers (1945, 112) notes that
Federal Courts held this to be a “war” for the purpose of increased customs duties

and military pay.

38

68

1900

Naval show of force following French naval action against Dominican Republic
(Welles 1966, 557-8). In the MIDs data, coded as a show of ships, January 1900-
February 9, 1900.

39

31

1900

Troops sent during Boxer Rebellion, May 24-September 28 (Ellsworth 1974, 33-9;
Grimmett 1999, 10; Offutt 1928, 85-9; USDS 1934, 72). In the MIDs data, coded
as an interstate war, May 30-August 16.

40

1901

Landing to protect American interests on Panamanian isthmus during rebellion,
November 20-December 4 (Ellsworth 1974, 52-6; Offutt 1928, 89-92). Offutt also
notes that the local Colombian governor granted the American permission to land.

41

1902

Troops sent to southern Alaska during Canadian boundary dispute. In the MIDs
data, coded as a show of troops, July 1902-January 24, 1903.

42

1902

Landing in Colombia to protect American interests at Bocas del Toro, April 16-23
(Grimmett 1999, 10). The American commander arranged the surrender first of the
government garrison to Liberal forces, then of the Liberal forces to a larger body of
government troops (Offutt 1928, 92-3).

43

1902

Troops landed on Panamanian isthmus to guard the railroad against both
government and rebel forces in the area between September 17 and November 18.
Ultimately, a peace agreement was signed about the American vessel Wisconsin
(Grimmett 1999, 10; Offutt 1928, 94-6).

44

1903

Naval display of force and Marine landing in Honduras to protect American




interests at Puerto Cortez during local unrest, March15-31 (Ellsworth 1974, 97;
Grimmett 1999, 11).

45

1903

Landing in Dominican Republic to protect American interests in Santo Domingo
during local unrest, March 30-April 21 (Ellsworth 1974, 66; Grimmett 1999, 11;
Offutt 1928, 96; USDS 1934, 73).

46

1903

Landing in Syria (Ottoman Empire) to protect American interests in Beirut during
local unrest, September 7-12 (Ellsworth 1974, 155; Grimmett 1999, 11). Rogers
(1945, 113) notes that a naval presence remained through January and that the
Ottoman Sultan made concessions to the United States.

47

159

1903

Landing to insure Panamanian independence from Colombia and then to protect
construction of canal, November 4, 1903-November 6. Some troops remained
throughout the construction of the canal, until January 21, 1914 (Ellsworth 1974,
134-6; Grimmett 1999, 11; Offutt 1928, 96-9). MID 159 (“Panamanian
Independence”) is a blockade, November 2, 1903-January 25, 1904.

48

1903

Marines sent to protect U.S. Consul General during negotiations with Emperor of
Ethiopia, November 18-January 15, 1904 (Ellsworth 1974, 1-2; Grimmett 1999,
11; Rogers 1945, 113).

49

1904

Landing with British in Dominican Republic to assist government efforts to resist
insurgents and protect American interests, January 2-February 11 (Ellsworth 1974,
66-9; Grimmett 1999, 11; Offutt 1928, 99-101; USDS 1934, 73).

50

164

1904

Landing, naval show of force to secure release of kidnapped American (Perdicaris)
in Tangier, Morocco (Ellsworth 1974, 8; Grimmett 1999, 11). Marines from the
Brooklyn landed on May 30 and departed on June 26. MID 164 (“Perdicaris”) a
show of ships, May 31-June 28.

507

1904

Landing at Smyrna in Ottoman Empire in August (Rogers 1945, 113).

51

1904

Landing in Ancon, Panama to protect American interests during an attempted coup,
which American forces helped suppress, November 17-24 (Grimmett 1999, 11;
Offutt 1928, 101-2).

52

1904

Landing in Korea to protect American interests during Russo-Japanese War,
January 5, 1904-November 11, 1905 (Ellsworth 1974, 60; Grimmett 1999, 11).

53

247

1905

“Dominican Debt Crisis.” In the MIDs data, coded as a U.S. show of ships in
January. Account confirmed by Rippy (1934) and Schoultz (1998, 185).

54

1650

1905

In the MIDs data, coded as a U.S. show of ships directed against China, July 1905-
March 6, 1906. Cohen (1990, 589) and McKee (1977, 162-70) note that the
Roosevelt administration strengthened naval forces in China and that gunboats
were used to protect U.S. interests during the Chinese boycott of U.S. good to
protest the Chinese exclusion laws.

55

1906

Temporary occupation of Cuba to protect American interests during uprising
against Cuban president, who requested the intervention, September 1906-January
23, 1909 (Ellsworth 1974, 62; Grimmett 1999, 11; Offutt 1928, 102-3).

56

1907

Landing in several Honduran cities to protect American interests during war
between Honduras and Nicaragua, March 18-June 8 (Ellsworth 1974, 95-6;
Grimmett 1999, 11; Offutt 1928, 103-4; USDS 1934, 74).

57

1767

1908

In the MIDs data, coded as a U.S. show of ships involving Japan, October 10-25.
Esthus (1966, 182-3; 262-5), and Bailey (1932, 211-303) discuss the decision to
deploy the U.S. battleship fleet to the Pacific in response to a war scare with Japan.

58

1203

1909

In the MIDs data, coded as a U.S. show of ships during fighting involving
Nicaragua and El Salvador, January 3-May 25. Schoultz (1998, 211) confirms that
President Taft ordered the navy to prevent a Nicaraguan attack on El Salvador
across the Gulf of Fonseca. It is unclear whether Nicaragua actually attacked El
Salvador during this incident as MIDs indicates. Healy (1988, 152-3) states only
that they threatened the coast with gunboats.

59

249

1909

Landing in Bluefields, Nicaragua to protect American interests during local unrest
(Grimmett 1999, 11; USDS 1934, 75). MIDs dates the incident only to May 1910.
Offutt (1927, 104-7) notes that U.S. intervention benefited the anti-government




rebels, although it was not intended to influence the outcome of the civil war.
Ellsworth (1974, 125) notes that ships were sent to the Nicaraguan coast in late
1909 in anticipation of trouble, landing troops on several occasions. The task force
was withdrawn to Panama on September 4, 1910

60

1653

1911

“I*' U.S. troop deployment in Mexican civil war.” This incident is coded as a U.S.
military raid in the MIDs data set, January 25, 1911-February 29, 1912. Historical
sources indicate that it should probably be coded as a show of troops (Haley 1970,
25-32; Hall and Coerver 1988, 20-22, 44-6; Rippy 1931, 335). After warnings of
potential political violence in Mexico in February 1911, President Taft ordered a
large military force assembled near the border. The force was demobilized in July
1911, not in 1912.

61

1734

1911

Landing in Honduras on January 26 to protect American interests during local
rebellion (Grimmett 1999, 11; USDS 1934, 77-8). Offutt (1927, 107-9) notes that
the intervention to protect foreigners in the town of Amapala was requested by the
Honduran government. The U.S. eventually arranged a peace agreement between
the government and the rebels, withdrawing its forces after its signing on March 4.
In MIDs data, coded as a U.S. raid originating with a British action involving
Honduras and Guatemala, January 1-March 10. Langley and Schoonover (1995,
115-49) recount a privately sponsored filibuster by Americans and Hondurans to
overthrow the government with dates roughly correspond to those in the MIDs
data. The attitude of the U.S. government was unclear, since it may have benefited
from the effort, but attempted to prosecute those involved. See also Healy (1988,
257-8). On the other hand, Ellsworth (1934, 95) links the filibusters to the 1907
Marine landings.

62

1911

Landings in several Chinese cities beginning in October to protect American
interests during Nationalist revolution (Ellsworth 1974, 40; Grimmett 1999, 12;
USDS 1934, 81-4). Offutt (1927, 89) notes that several companies of Marines
were stationed in Beijing from October 11, 1911 through July 5, 1912.

63

1912

Supervision of elections in Panama in June and July at the request of both political
parties involved (Grimmett 1999, 12; Rogers 1945, 116).

64

1652

1912

Landing in Cuba to protect American interests during rebellion by black
population, June 5-August 5 (Ellsworth 1974, 62-3; Grimmett 1999, 12; USDS
1934, 98). Dated August 15 in the MIDs data. Offutt (1927, 109-11) reports that
the Cuban government initially asked the United States not to intervene, but then
thanked it for doing so once the rebellion became more serious. Rogers (1945,
116) notes that this was covered under the Platt Amendment.

65

1912

Landings to protect American interests on Kentucky Island and Camp Nicholson in
China, August 24-30 (Ellsworth 1974, 40-1; Grimmett 1999, 12).

66

1912

Landing in Constantinople to protect American diplomats during Balkan War,
November 18-December 3 (Grimmett 1999, 12; Offutt 1928, 109).

67

1912

American troops and ships sent to Nicaragua during political violence beginning on
July 29. After several landings, American forces operated near the capital and on
the Caribbean coast. Seven Marines were killed and 13 wounded. The main force
was withdrawn on November 21, but a sizeable guard remained at the U.S. legation
in Managua until January 9, 1913. A smaller force remained until 1925 (Ellsworth
1934, 126-7; Grimmett 1999, 12; USDS 1934, 119-22). Offutt (1927, 111-7) notes
that the intervention was requested by the Nicaraguan government, and that
American troops ended up fighting anti-government forces.

68

1912

Landing in China to protect American interests during Nationalist revolution.
Troops and naval vessels were maintained within China continuously until 1941.
In 1927, there were 5,670 troops ashore and 44 naval vessels in Chinese waters
(Ellsworth 1974, 41-5; Grimmett 1999, 12; Rogers 1945, 117). All of this activity
was justified in terms of treaties signed between 1858 and 1901. USDS (1934, 81-
98 chronicles much of this activity.

513

1912

USS Prairie sent to Dominican Republic on September 19 with contingent of 750




Marines to escort U.S. delegation charged with quelling political violence there.
After an agreement between the conflicting parties was signed, the delegation
departed on the Prairie on December 7. No Marines were actually landed (USDS
1934, 107-9).

512

1913

Landings in Shanghai to reinforce contingent already there during revolutionary
violence, July 7-29 (Ellsworth 1974, 41).

69

1913

Landing in Mexico to facilitate evacuation of American citizens from Yaqui valley.
The USS Buffalo was ordered to land a small group of soldiers at Ciaris Estero on
September 4. The landing party returned with 12 American refugees and 83 others,
embarking for San Diego on September 14 (Ellsworth 1974, 115-6; Grimmett
1999, 12). Based on the dates, this incident could be part of MID 2183, discussed
below.

70

100

1914

Landing in Port-au-Prince, Haiti to protect American interests during disorder
following resignation of president, January 29- February 9. A small American
force also landed in Cap Haitien on February 20-21 to keep order until Haitian
government forces arrived. (Ellsworth 1974, 88; Grimmett 1999, 12; Offutt 1928,
117-8; USDS 1934, 111). In the MIDs data, the dispute is coded as a raid,
December 13, 1914-May 9, 1915. It appears to cover several incidents during this
period.

71

69

1914

Naval show of force in Dominican Republic to prevent the government from
shelling the city of Puerto Plata, then held by anti-government rebels. The
Dominican government protested, but eventually agreed not to attack the city
(Offutt 1928, 123-4; USDS 1934, 109).

72

136
2183

1914

Intervention in Mexican revolution through landing in Vera Cruz. MID 136,
“Seizure of the U.S.S. Dolphin/Occupation of Veracruz,” a clash dated April 9-
November 23, overlaps with the dates for MID 2183, “Non-recognition of Huerta,”
araid, July 15, 1913-May 19, 1914. The incidents stemmed from the Wilson
administration’s hostility toward the Huerta government (Schoultz 1998, 240-7).
Matloff (1985, 354-5) notes that this hostility led to the arrest of American sailors
in Tampico in April 1914. Afterwards, the occupying American force of nearly
8,000 was used to deprive Huerta of arms supplies during a blockade of Tampico
and Veracruz in March and April, 1914. Troops were withdrawn after the
overthrow of Huerta and promises by the subsequent government to respect
American lives and property, on November 23 (Ellsworth 1974, 116-8; Offutt
1928, 118-23; USDS 1934, 117-9).

73

100

1914

After overthrow of Haitian president, American troops landed at Cap Haitien on
October 19. Additional forces were prepared to land elsewhere in the country, but
did not actually do so. (Grimmett 1999, 12; Offutt 1928, 118). This incident is
apparently included in MID 100 with one other use of force.

74

1915

Occupation of Haiti, July 28, 1915-August 15, 1934 (Ellsworth 1974, 89-91;
Grimmett 1999, 13; Schoultz 1998, 231-3; Offutt 1928, 124-7). Although MID
100, discussed above, is dated close to this incident, it is coded as ending before the
occupation began. Haiti ceases to be a member of the interstate system for the
duration of the occupation, which may explain why the occupation is not
considered a MID.

75

322

1916

Occupation of Dominican Republic, May 5, 1916-September 17, 1924 (Deconde
1963, 427-8; Ellsworth 1974, 45). The dates of MID 322, “U.S. occupation of the
Dominican Republic,” are November 29, 1916, through May 29, 1917. Offutt
(1927, 127-33) notes that two companies of Marines arrived from Haiti on May 2,
and were reinforced by sea within a few days. American troops prevented the
Dominican Congress from electing a new president and occupied the entire country
by early July. (Rogers 1945, 119) notes that a new Dominican government was not
formed until 1922.) After further local resistance, martial law was declared, and
remained in effect until July 12, 1924. Marines were withdrawn in August 1925.
Despite the occupation, the Dominican Republic (unlike Haiti under similar




circumstances) remained a member of the interstate system.

76

1916

Landing in China to stop riot on American property in Nanking (Grimmett 1999,
13).

77

321
2185

1916

Pershing expedition to Mexico to retaliate for raid on U.S. territory (Matloff 1985,
355-7; Schoultz 1998, 248-50). MID 321, “Pershing Expedition/Pursuit of Pancho
Villa,” a clash, March 10, 1916-February 5, 1917, is duplicated by MID 2185,
“Pershing Expedition,” a raid dated June 6, 1919-February 25, 1920. USDS (1934,
63-4) gives the date of the expedition as March 10, 1916-February 6, 1917.

78

1917

Landing in Cuba on February 26 to protect American property during rebellion.
Offutt (1927, 133-7) notes that the Cuban government’s attitude toward the
intervention was ambivalent, but that the rebels were hostile. Marines were
withdrawn and sent to Haiti by May 24, but were replaced by Army troops that
began to arrive with the reluctant consent of the Cuban government after July 12.
Some remained through 1922. (See also Grimmett 1999, 13; Schoultz 1998, 233.)

79

257
399

1917

World War I. This would not be considered a political use of force under the
Blechman and Kaplan coding rules. MID 399, “U.S. entry into WW L, is coded as
joining an interstate war, October 9, 1916-April 17, 1916, is the U.S. dispute with
Germany prior to MID 257, the war itself, dated April 17, 1917-November 11,
1918. (Actually, the United States declared war on April 6.)

80

2184

1918

Series of cross-border skirmishes with bandits in Mexico in 1918 and 1919
(Grimmett 1999, 13; Rogers 1945, 120). U.S. and Mexican force clashed at
Nogales in August 1918. MID 2184 is clash with Mexico, March 30-April 11.
MID 2185 might also be one of these disputes rather than a duplicate of the
Pershing Expedition as its name indicates.

81

1919

At request of Panamanian government, U.S. troops used for police duty in Chiriqui,
Panama, during elections and subsequent unrest, remaining from June 1919
through August 1920 (Grimmett 1999, 13; Rogers 1945, 121; USDS 1934, 127-8).

82

197
2606
2366

1918

Intervention in the Russian Revolution. Beede (1994, 380-2) and Grimmett (1999,
13) note that the U.S. sent troops to Archangel in September 1918, removing them
in June 1919. Allied troops landed in Vladivostok in August 1918, remaining
through January 1920. MID 197, “Allied intervention in Russian Civil War,” a
clash with the Soviet Union dated January 12, 1918-April 1, 1920 contains both
MID 2606, “Soviet Civil-War-Intervention in Northern U.S.S.R.,” a clash dated
June 28, 1918-October 12, 1919, and MID 2366, “Soviet civil war; intervention in
Siberia,” an occupation of territory dated January 12, 1918-October 1, 1920.

83

1919

U.S. troops landed at Trau, Dalmatia, at Italian request, to preserve order between
Italians and Serbs (Grimmett 1999, 14).

84

1919

Landing in Turkey to protect American diplomats during Greek occupation of
Istanbul (Grimmett 1999, 14).

85

1919

Landing in Honduras to protect American interests during local unrest, September
8-12 (Grimmett 1999, 14; USDS 1934, 114).

86

1920

Landing in Kiukiang, China to protect American interests during local unrest on
March 14 (Grimmett 1999, 14).

87

1920

Landing in Guatemala to protect American interests during local unrest, April 9-27
(Grimmett 1999, 14; USDS 1934, 111).

88

1920

Troops stationed on island off Siberia to defend American radio station and other
property, February 16, 1920-November 19, 1922 (Ellsworth 1974, 143; Grimmett
1999, 14).

&9

158

1921

Naval show of force to prevent war between Panama and Costa Rica (Grimmett
1999, 14). In the MIDs data, coded as a show of troops in Costa Rica, February
28-September 9.

510

1922

Landings reinforce guard at U.S. legation in Managua, Nicaragua, in late January
during local political upheaval. Some were withdrawn in February, but most

remained to assist the U.S. legation in negotiating a settlement. Their withdrawal
on September 1, 1925 was followed by a revolt and the imposition of martial law




(Ellsworth 1974, 128-9).

90

1922

Landing at Smyrna, Turkey, to protect American interests during war with Greece
in September and October (Grimmett 1999, 14; USDS 1934, 129-30). Rogers
(1945, 121) states that both Greece and Turkey consented to the American
presence.

91

1922

Five landings in China to protect American interests during local unrest between
April 1922 and November 1923 (Ellsworth 1974, 41; Grimmett 1999, 14).

92

1924

Landings in Honduras to protect American interests during local unrest, February
28-March 31 (Ellsworth 1974, 98; Grimmett 1999, 14).

509

1924

Landings in Honduras to protect American interests during local unrest, September
10-15 (Ellsworth 1974, 98; Grimmet 1999, 14). This landing involved a different
task force than did the March landing.

93

1924

Landings in Shanghai, China to protect American interests during local unrest,
October 6, 1924-March 12, 1926 (Ellsworth 1974, 42; Grimmett 1999, 14; USDS
1934, 115-7).

95

1925

Landing at La Ceiba, Honduras, to protect foreigners during local political
upheaval, April 19-21 (Ellsworth 1974, 98; Grimmett 1999, 14).

96

1925

At the request of the government, U.S. troops entered Panama from canal zone to
restore order during a strike, October 12-23 (Grimmett 1999, 15; Rogers 1945, 122;
USDS 1934, 128-9).

97

151

1926

Landing in Nicaragua, May 6, 1926-September 30, 1927 (Grimmett 1999, 15;
Schoultz 1998, 262-71; USDS 1934, 122-7). In the MIDs data, coded as an
occupation of territory, May 2-September 23, 1926. MID 1170 may be part of the
occupation. Offutt (1927, 137-40) notes that a U.S. delegation led by Henry
Stimson eventually negotiated a peace agreement accepted on May 11 by all the
rebels except those led by Sandino. Ellsworth (1974, 129-33) notes that the Marine
force was withdrawn, except for a small force guarding the American legation, but
the end of September.

511

151

1928

Occupation of Nicaragua, January 9, 1928-January 3, 1933. After continuing
armed resistance by Sandino to the U.S.-brokered settlement (see incident 97), U.S.
troops returned to eliminate his guerrilla force (Ellsworth 1974, 129-33; USDS
1934, 122-7). The force presents at the time of the settlement had previously been
withdrawn, so this is a new use of force.

98

2208

1926

Landings in Hankow and Kiukiang, China, to protect American interests during
Nationalist attacks on cities in August and November (Ellsworth 1974, 43;
Grimmett 1999, 15). MID 2208, “Dagu (Taku) Harbor,” is coded as a threat to use
force on March 15. Offutt (1927, 140-9) notes that American forces were involved
in 37 clashes with Chinese troops between September 3, 1926 and May 27, 1927.

99

145

1927

Troop deployment in Shanghai, Nanking, and Tientsin, China, during fighting in
these cities in February and March. In some cases, this deployment strengthened
forces already in place (Ellsworth 1974, 43; Grimmett 1999, 15). In the MIDs
data, coded as raid involving a large number of European countries, March 24-28.

100

248

1932

Landing in China to protect American interests during Japanese occupation of
Shanghai (Grimmett 1999, 15). In the MIDs data, coded as a show of ships,
January 31-February 13.

101

1677

1933

Naval show of force off Cuba during local unrest. No landing made (Ellsworth
1974, 64; Grimmett 1999, 15). In the MIDs data, coded as a blockade of Cuba,
July 1933-January 1934,

102

1934

Landing in Foochow, China to protect American Consulate (Grimmett 1999, 15).

103

1936

Naval forces and Marines used to evacuate Americans during Spanish Civil War.
Listed in Emerson (1974) but not Grimmett (1999).

104

1937

Landing in China to protect American interests during Japanese invasion of China.
Listed in Emerson (1974) but not Grimmett (1999).

105

1940

Landings in British possessions in Atlantic where base rights accorded U.S. in
exchange for destroyers, September (Grimmett 1999, 15).




106

1941

Occupation of Greenland, April (Grimmett 1999, 15).

107

1941

Occupation of Iceland (Grimmett 1999, 15).

108

1941

Occupation of Dutch Guiana, November (Grimmett 1999, 15).

109

1941

World War II. This is not considered a political use of force and would be omitted
under the Blechman and Kaplan data gathering rules. MID 414, a declaration of
war, March 20-December 11 is the dispute with Germany prior to U.S. entry into
the war itself, MID 258. The beginning of MID 414 roughly corresponds to the
passage of the Lend-Lease Act on March 11 (Dallek 1995, 260-1). MID 518, a
declaration of war with Bulgaria, June-December 13, 1941, probably concerns U.S.
aid to the Soviet Union before its entry into the war, which began with the release
of frozen Soviet assets on June 24, 1941 (Dallek 1995, 278). MID 3716 is coded as
a threat to use force against Italy, September 8-9, 1943. This may be related to the
Italian surrender and the subsequent American landing at Salerno during the war.
Several other MIDs (3710, 3711, and 3712) appear to be related to World War II,
but have missing data on the level of U.S. force used.

110

1945

In October 1945, 50,000 Marines were sent to North China to assist Nationalist
authorities in disarming Japanese troops (Grimmett 1999, 16; FF 1945, 291, 345,
349).

111

1946

Coup and civil strife in Haiti, January 1946. Incident 1 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1946, 146; KCA, 7718.

112

1946

Carrier sent to Turkey, April (Emerson 1974, 105). In the MIDs data, coded as a
show of ships, April 15-October 4. Incident 2 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). FF 1946, 109, and Dunbabin (1994a, 64) confirm the arrival of the
battleship Missouri.

113

1946

Political conflict in Greece, April. Incident 3 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1946, 110, 118.

114

1946

Civil War in China, April. Incident 4 (level 2) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Confirmed in FF 1946 190, 248, 271, 255.

115

3193

1946

Naval units sent to Trieste in July during dispute over the ownership of the area. In
the MIDs data, coded as a border violation, August 9-31. Incident 5 (level 3) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1946, 208, 211, 215, 223, 232,

116

252

1946

Security of Turkey, August. This incident is part of MID 252. Incident 6 (level 4)
in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). KCA4, 8076, 8102, indicate that the Soviets
demanded a revision of the convention governing control of the Turkish Straits.
The U.S. sent a carrier in response (Dunbabin 1994a, 64).

117

1946

Insurgents in Greece in September. During a political crisis in September 1946 a
carrier was sent at the request of the U.S. ambassador (Emerson 1974, 105).
Incident 7 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Incident confirmed in FF
1946, 287.

118

1946

Inauguration of president in Chile in November. Incident 8 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Arrival of five warships confirmed in FF' 1946, 329.

119

1946

U.S. aircraft shot down by Yugoslavia in November. Incident 9 (level 3) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1946, 264, 267, 287.

120

1946

Political change in Lebanon in December. Incident 10 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Arrival of fleet confirmed in FF 1946, 391.

121

1947

Inauguration of president in Uruguay in February. Incident 11 (level 3) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978).

122

1947

Civil war in Greece in April. Incident 12 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
FF 1947, 101, 118, notes the arrival of U.S. ships.

123

1947

Cuba supports anti-Trujillists in May. Incident 13 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

124

1947

Security of Turkey in May. Incident 14 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

125

1947

Security of Trieste in August. Incident 15 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). FF 1947,331, confirms that U.S. Army division left in area.

126

1947

Elections in Italy in November. Incident 16 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
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(1978). FF 1947, 375, confirms that departure of U.S. troops delayed.

127

1947

Improved relations with Argentina in January. Incident 17 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

128

1948

Security of Berlin in January. Incident 18 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). No January incident listed in FF 1948.

129

1948

Marine reinforcements sent to Trieste in January where 5,000 Army troops were
stationed as warning to Yugoslavia (Emerson 1974, 105). Incident 19 (level 4) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1948, 11-2.

130

1948

Arab-Israeli war. Grimmett (1999, 18) notes that a Marine guard force was sent to
Jerusalem during the war. Emerson (1974, 105) dates the sending of this
detachment to July. Incident 20 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978) is dated
January 1948.

131

1948

Interests in Persian Gulf, January. Incident 21 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Soviets charge United States with interfering in Iran (KCA 1948, 9106).

132

1948

Security of Norway, April. Incident 22 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Naval visit confirmed in FF 1948, 1146.

133

1948

Security of Berlin, April. This incident is part of MID 26, “Berlin Blockade,”
dated March 21-July 25, although it occurred before the blockade actually began.
Incident 23 (level 1) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). The U.S. retained troops in
its zone after the Soviets walked out of the Allied Control Council and restricted
rail and road traffic to Berlin in March and April (KCA 1948, 9206-7; Loth 1988,
202; Smith 1998, 27).

134

26

1948

Security of Berlin, June. Grimmett (1999, 16) notes that the blockade began on
June 24, 1948. Incident 24 (level 1) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Confirmed
in KCA 1948, 9337, 9344; Smith 1998, 28.

135

1948

A platoon of Marines deployed to Nanking to protect Americans. They were
deployed in November 1948 and withdrawn on April 21, 1949 (Emerson 1974,
105; Grimmett 1999, 16). Not listed in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Deployments to Tsingtao and Shanghai confirmed in FF 1948, 387, 395.

136

634

1949

Marines were sent to Shanghai to aid in the evacuation of Americans in November
and December 1949 (Emerson 1974, 105). Incident 25 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). MID 634 is a dispute involving China with missing data
concerning the level of U.S. force employed, October 1, 1949-January 24, 1950.
Evacuation confirmed in FF 1949, 369.

137

1950

Political developments in Indochina in March. Incident 26 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). FF 1950, 66, 90; KCA 1950, 10743, confirm the dispatch of a
carrier on March 16.

138

1950

France-Viet Minh War in June. Incident 27 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1950, 187, 204, 259; KCA 1950, 10233, 10943.

139

633

1950

Seventh fleet to the Taiwan strait at beginning of the Korean War. Incident 28
(level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). In the MIDs data, coded as a show of
ships involving China and Taiwan, June 27-August 7, 1950. Grimmett (1999, 18)
states that the ships remained until 1955. Confirmed in FF 1950, 201.

140

51

1950

Korean War. In the MIDs data, coded as an interstate war, June 27, 1950-July 27,
1953. This is not considered a political use of force and is not included in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978).

141

1950

Korean War: Security of Europe, July 1950. Incident 29 (level 1) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Leffler (1992, 383-6); KCA 1950, 10805, 10807, note
heightened concern about Soviet action in Europe.

142

1950

Political developments in Lebanon, August 1950. Incident 30 (level 3) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). The U.S. legation was bombed and the Lebanese Prime
Minister assasinated (FF 1950, 123; KCA 1950, 11590).

143

1286

1951

Security of Yugoslavia, March 1951. MID 1286, “Yugoslavia versus Cominform
countries,” April 16-November 24, involves a U.S. show of troops. Incident 31
(level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). FF 1951, 386, suggests that troops may
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have been involved in search for plane shot down by Soviets.

144

1952

Inauguration of president in Liberia, January 1952. Incident 32 (level 4) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). FF 1952, 21, confirms dispatch of Army trainers.

145

1952

Improved relations with Spain, January 1952. Incident 33 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

146

1952

Security of Turkey, August 1952. Incident 34 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). FF 1952, 255, 261, confirms establishment of NATO base in Turkey.

147

1952

Political developments in Lebanon, November 1952. Incident 35 (level 4) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

148

50

1953

China-Taiwan conflict, February 1953. Incident 36 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). In the MIDs data, coded as a show of ships involving China,
Taiwan, the Soviet Union and South Korea, February 11, 1953-January 19, 1956.
These dates overlap those of MIDs 2032, 2033, and 2035.

149

208

1953

Soviet aircraft fire on NATO aircraft, March 1953. Incident 37 (level 4) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). In the MIDs data, coded as a border violation, March 10-31,
1948, involving Britain, the Soviet Union, and Czechoslovakia. Incident
confirmed in FF 1953, 75.

150

51

1953

End of war in Korea, July, 1953. Incident 38 (level 2) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). In the MIDs data, this is part of the Korean War. Congressional Quarterly
(1980, 100-1) notes a U.S. nuclear threat against China as part of efforts to force an
agreement.

151

2035

1953

Security of Japan/South Korea, August 1953. Incident 39 (level 1) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). In the MIDs data, coded as a border violation, August 1-
September 2. There was a series of disputes concerning the repatriation of
prisoners from the Korean War between August 6 and September 6, 1953 (FF
1953, 294).

152

1954

France-Viet Minh War: Dien Bien Phu, March 1954. Incident 40 (Ievel 3) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Burke and Greenstein (1989, 49) indicate that
Eisenhower speculated to the press in March about airstrikes from the two U.S.
carriers off the coast of Vietnam.

153

1954

Guatemala accepts U.S.S.R. aid, May 1954. Incident 41 (level 1) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Gleijeses (1991, 297-8) notes that three B-36 strategic bombers
were sent to Nicaragua after Guatemala received an arms shipment from Poland.

154

1954

France-Viet Minh War: Dien Bien Phu, July 1954. Incident 42 (level 3) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in KCA 1954, 13743,

155

2033

1954

British airliner shot down by China, July 1954. Incident 43 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). In MIDs data, coded as a clash with missing data on fatalities,
July 23-27. Following the downing of a British airliner by the Chinese, a U.S.
carrier group confronted the Chinese while looking for survivors (FF 1954: 249-
50; Congressional Quarterly 1980, 104).

156

1954

China-Taiwan: Tachen Islands, August. Incident 44 (level 1) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). From July 1954 through February 1955 up to five carriers were
involved in the evacuation of American civilians and military forces (Emerson
1974, 106; Grimmett 1999, 17; FF 1954, 282, 305).

157

1954

Election in Honduras, September. Incident 45 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Incident is confirmed in FF 1954, 270.

158

1954

Accord on Trieste, October. Incident 46 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Incident is confirmed in FF 1954, 330.

159

1955

Nicaragua supports insurgents in Costa Rica, January. Incident 47 (level 5) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). In MIDs, coded as a show of planes on August 1.
Incident confirmed in FF 1955, 130, 270, and elsewhere.

160

1955

Austrian State Treaty, August. Incident 48 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). FF 1955, 247, confirmed that U.S. troops were sent to Italy.

161

1956

China-Taiwan conflict, January. Incident 49 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). This incident occurred within the dates for MID 50. Note that other
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incidents involving the United States and China (MIDs 2032, 2033, and 2035)
during these dates are treated as separate incidents. FF 1956, 10, 26, notes that the
Chinese charged U.S. planes had violate Manchurian air space.

162

1956

Egypt-Israel conflict: Red Sea, February. Incident 50 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1956, 75, 82.

163

1956

British General Glubb ousted in Jordan, April. Incident 51 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). FF 1956, 74, confirms the incident.

164

1956

In MIDs data, incident coded as a show of ships involving China, August 22-23.
Chinese aircraft shot down a U.S. patrol aircraft off the Chinese coast. U.S. ships
entered the area to search for survivors. The Chinese stated that the aircraft was
mistaken for a Nationalist plane (Congressional Quarterly 1980, 110; FF 1956,
283). Missing from Kaplan and Blechman (1978), but should have been treated as
a level 4 use of force.

165

2843

1956

Egypt nationalizes Suez Canal, July. Incident 52 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). MID coded as border violation on April 19, 1956. No states other than
Egypt and the U.S. listed as actors. FF 1956, 259, confirms incident.

166

200

1956

Suez crisis, November. Incident 53 (level 1) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 200 (“Sinai War”) is an alert on November 6. On November 1 and 2, a
Marine battalion evacuated Americans from the area (Emerson 1974, 106;
Grimmett 1999, 17; FF 1956, 263). There was also a nuclear alert in response to a
Soviet intervention threat.

167

1956

Security of U.S. military personnel and bases in Morocco, October. Incident 54
(level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). KCA 1956, 15167, notes that U.S.
extraterritorial rights abrogated.

168

1957

Egypt-Israel conflict: Red Sea, February. Incident 55 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1957, 38.

169

1957

Political-Military crisis: Indonesia. Incident 56 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). On February 14, the 3™ Marine division was prepared for possible
intervention in Sumatra during a military revolt (Emerson 1974, 106). The U.S.
was involved in a covert effort to overthrow the Indonesia government at the time
(Kahin and Kahin 1995).

170

1957

Political-Military crisis: Jordan, April. Incident 57 (level 2) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF' 1957, 137.

171

1957

Civil strife in Taiwan, May. Incident 58 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Missiles with nuclear capability deployed (Congressional Quarterly 1980, 112; FF'
1957, 170).

172

1957

Coup and civil strife in Haiti, June. Incident 59 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1957, 199.

173

1957

Civil strife and elections in Lebanon, June. Incident 60 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1957, 187, 211.

174

2049

1957

China-Taiwan conflict, July. Incident 61 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 2049 is a show of planes involving China and Taiwan, June 12-13, 1957.
Four carriers were sent following the shelling of Kinmen island in July 1957
(Emerson 1974, 106). Confirmed in FF 1957, 195.

175

607

1957

Political developments in Syria, August. Incident 62 (level 2) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). MID 607 (“Turkey/Syria”) is coded as a show of ships
involving Egypt, Turkey, Iraq, Jordan, Syria, and the Soviet Union, April 25-
November 19. FF 1957, 137,307, 347, confirms incident.

176

1957

Indonesia-Netherlands crisis, December. Incident 63 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). KCA4 1957, 15931, confirms U.S. involvement and Dutch appeal
to NATO.

177

1958

Following mob violence in Caracas in January, a company of Marines positioned
for possible intervention (Emerson 1974, 106). Incident 64 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Incident confirmed in KCA4 1958, 16377.

178

1958

Political-Military crisis: Indonesia, February. Incident 65 (level 3) in Kaplan and
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Blechman (1978). In March, an attack squadron, a Marine company and elements
of the 7™ fleet were sent to the area for possible intervention (Emerson 1974, 106;
FF 1958, 83). Like incident 56, this appears to have been related to the covert
against the Indonesian government.

179

125

1958

Political crisis: Lebanon, May. Incident 66 (level 2) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). MID 125 (“U.S. intervention in Lebanon”) is a show of ships also
involving the Soviet Union, United Kingdom, Egypt, and Iraq. Other sources
indicate that 14,000 soldiers and Marines occupied areas around Beirut (Emerson
1974, 106; Grimmett 1999, 17).

180

1958

Security of Vice-President Nixon in Venezuela, May. Incident 67 (level 4) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1958, 159.

181

1958

Americans seized by insurgents in Cuba, July. Incident 68 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1958, 239.

182

1958

Political crisis: Lebanon, July. Incident 69 (level 1) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). This incident is part of MID 125 (“U.S. intervention in Lebanon”) coded
as a show of ships, May 14-October 24. Confirmed in FF 1958, 163.

183

1958

Political crisis: Jordan, July. Incident 70 (level 1) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
This incident may have been included in MID 125, although Jordan was not a
participant in the dispute. Not mentioned in FF [958.

1958

China-Taiwan: Quemoy-Matsu, July. Incident 71 (level 1) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). MID 173 is a show of ships also involving the Soviet Union,
China, and Taiwan, July 22-November 19. Confirmed in FF 1958, 298.

1958

Insurgents in Cuba, October 1958. Incident 72 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1958, 239.

1959

Castro seizes power in Cuba, January 1959. Incident 73 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). MIDs 1742 (“Cuban Threat”), January 14, has missing data on
the level of U.S. force used. A Marine task force was deployed from November
20, 1959 through February 15, 1960, (Emerson 1974, 107; Grimmett 1999, 17).

1959

Cambodia-Thailand crisis, January. Incident 74 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Not confirmed in FF 1959.

188

608
2216

1959

Security of Berlin, February. Incident 75 (level 2) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 608 (“1958-1959 Berlin Deadline Crisis”) is a show of troops also involving
France, Britain, and the Soviet Union, November 7, 1958-June 23, 1959. MID
2216 is a dispute with the Soviet Union for which data on the level of U.S. force
used are missing. Because it took place on the same day as the beginning of the
Berlin crisis, November 7, it is probably a duplicate. Incident confirmed in KCA
1959, 16803; Dunbabin 1994a, 211-5.

189

1959

Atlantic cables cut, February. Incident 76 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). FF 1959, 66, confirms that the Navy subsequently boarded Soviet
trawlers.

190

1959

Cuba supports insurgents: Panama, April. Incident 77 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). FF 1959, 140, 147 confirms the dispatch of a destroyer and
minesweeper.

191

608

1959

Security of Berlin, May. Incident 78 (level 1) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Along with incident 75, this is included in MID 608. Incident confirmed in KCA
1959, 16803; Dunbabin 1994a, 211-5.

192

1959

China-Taiwan conflict, July. Incident 79 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Confirmed by NYT 7/5/59.

193

1959

Civil war in Laos, August. Incident 80 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
FF 1959 confirms sending of U.S. aid.

194

1959

Cuba supports insurgents in Haiti, August. Incident 81 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1959, 283.

195

1959

Political developments: Cuba, November. Incident 82 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). FF 1959 confirms a number of incidents, including charges that
the U.S. bombed Havana.
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196

1959

Improved relations with Indonesia, November. Incident 83 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

197

1960

Anti-Castro insurgents overfly Cuba, February. Incident 84 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1960, 99.

198

1960

Unidentified submarine off Argentina, February. Incident 85 (level 5) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1960, 58.

199

1960

Insurgents in Cuba, April. Incident 86 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 246 (“Bay of Pigs Invasion”) is coded as show of troops, April 22, 1960-April
26, 1961. It thus includes incidents 86, 88, 91, 92, 97, and 98 from Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

200

1960

Political-military crisis in Congo, July. Incident 87 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1960, 234-42.

201

246

1960

Political developments in Cuba, August. Incident 88 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). The dates for the Bay of Pigs invasion in the MIDs data are
April 22, 1960 through April 26, 1961. It thus encompasses incidents 86, 88, 91,
92, 97, and 98. Fursenko and Naftali (1997, 63-4) note that the U.S. airdropped
supplies to anti-Castro rebels in August.

202

1960

Coup and civil war in Laos, August. Incident 89 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1960, 279.

203

1960

Civil war in the Congo, September. Incident 90 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1960, 234-42.

204

246

1960

Cuba supports insurgents: Guatemala and Nicaragua, November. Incident 91
(level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Naval movements confirmed in FF
1960, 415.

205

246

1960

Security of Guantanamo base in Cuba, December. Incident 92 (level 4) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1960, 380.

206

1960

Improved relations with Iraq, December. Incident 93 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

207

1961

Insurgents seize the Portuguese ship Santa Maria, January. Incident 94 (level 5) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). U.S. assistance in pursuit confirmed (FF 1961, 39).

208

1961

Civil war in Congo, January. Incident 95 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Confirmed in FF 1961, 10.

209

1363

1961

Civil war: Laos, February. Incident 96 (level 2) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 1363 is an alert involving North Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, the Soviet Union,
and China, January-April 20, 1961. Confirmed by KCA4 1961, 17975.

210

246

1961

U.S. ship Western Union seized by Cuba, March. Incident 97 (level 5) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978).

211

246

1961

Bay of Pigs, April. Incident 98 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). The
dates for this incident in the MIDs dataset are April 22, 1960 through April 26,
1961. It thus encompasses incidents 86, 88, 91, 92, 97, and 98.

212

1801

1961

Trujillo assassinated in the Dominican Republic, June. Incident 99 (level 2) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). MID 1801 is a show of ships, May 2-November 25,
1961. The U.S. was prepared to deploy Marines in November to support the
Balaguer regime against Rafael Trujillo’s brothers (Emerson 1974, 107; FF 1961,
210).

213

1961

Unidentified submarine off Ecuador, June. Incident 100 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

214

1961

Elections and civil strife in Zanzibar, June. Incident 101 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1961, 243.

215

1961

Security of Berlin, June. Incident 102 (level 1) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 27 (“Berlin Wall Crisis”) is a mobilization involving several European
countries, July 25-October 28. Series of incidents confirmed in FF 1961;
Dunbabin 1994a, 221-4.

216

1961

Security of Kuwait, July. Incident 103 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Confirmed in Dunbabin (1994, 365).
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217

1801

1961

Trujillos refuse to leave Dominican Republic, November 1961. Incident 104 (level
4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Incidents 99 and 104 are both part of MID
1801. Incident confirmed in FF 1961, 428.

218

1961

Civil war in South Vietnam, December. Incident 105 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978) . Incident confirmed in FF' 1961, 487.

219

2219

1961

MID 2219 is a show of troops involving the Soviet Union and East and West
Germany, December 3, 1961-August 14, 1962. An Army platoon moved up to the
Berlin Wall in response to East German “narrowing” of checkpoints on December
3, 1961. No shots were fired (VYT 12/4/61). This should be considered a level 5
use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

220

1962

Security of Guantanamo base in Cuba, January. Incident 106 (level 5) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1962, 102.

221

1962

Civil war in South Vietnam, February. Incident 107 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978) . Incident confirmed in FF 1962, 39.

222

1962

Civil strife in Guatemala, March. Incident 108 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1962, 95-6.

223

1962

Hostile Soviet naval activity in the Baltic Sea, May. Incident 109 (level 4) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

224

1962

Civil war: Laos, May. Incident 110 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 1353 is a show of ships involving several Asian countries, May 12, 1962-
February 15, 1973. Incidents 110, 123, 124, and 143 are part of this MID.
Grimmett (1999, 17) notes that 5,000 Marines were landed from May 17 through
July 30, 1962. Confirmed in FF' 1962, 153-4, 161.

225

1962

Improved relations with Iceland, June. Incident 111 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Signing of Nordic Pact confirmed in FF 1962 473.

226

1962

China-Taiwan conflict, June. Incident 112 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). MID 172 is a border violation involving Taiwan and China, February 25-
December 19. Confirmed in FF 1962, 213, 300, 488; Congressional Quarterly
(1980, 129-31).

227

1962

Political developments in Haiti, August. Incident 113 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

228

1962

Cuban Missile Crisis. Incident 114 (level 1) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 61 (“Cuban Missile Crisis”) is a blockade involving the Soviet Union and
Cuba, January 28-December 12.

229

1962

China-India war, October. Incident 115 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Confirmed in FF 1962, 366.

230

1962

Political instability in Guatemala, December. Incident 116 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

231

1963

Inauguration of president in the Dominican Republic, February. Incident 117
(level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Dunbabin (1994b, 408) confirms naval
demonstration.

232

1963

Insurgents seize Venezuelan merchantman Anzoatequi, February. Incident 118
(level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1963, 68.

233

1108

1963

Civil war in Yemen, February. Incident 119 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). MID 1108 (“Yemen Civil War I”’) is a show of planes involving Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, Egypt, and Yemen on November 15, 1962. Confirmed in KCA
1963, 19891.

234

1002

1963

Dominican Republic-Haiti conflict, April. Incident 120 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1963, 155.

235

1963

Withdraw missiles from Turkey, April. Incident 121 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

236

1963

Political crisis in Jordan, April. Incident 122 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978).

237

1963

Civil war: Laos, April. Incident 123 (Ievel 3) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Incidents 110, 123, 124, and 143 are part of MID 1353.
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238

1353

1963

Civil war in Laos, May. Incident 124 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Incidents 110, 123, 124, and 143 are part of MID 1353.

239

1963

Buddhist crisis in South Vietnam, June. Incident 125 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

240

1002

1963

Dominican Republic-Haiti conflict, August. Incident 126 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). MID 1002 is a show of ships involving Haiti, the Dominican
Republic, Britain, and Canada, April 28-June 3. On May 4, a Marine battalion was
positioned off the coast of Haiti for five days during local political unrest (Emerson
1974, 108).

241

1963

Coup in the Dominican Republic, September. Incident 127 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

242

1963

China-Taiwan crisis, September. Incident 128 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978).

243

1963

Security of Berlin, October. Incident 129 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). MID 2218, dated April 2, 1963, has missing data on level of U.S. force
used.

244

1963

Indonesia-Malaysia conflict, November. Incident 130 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

245

1963

Cuba supports insurgents in Venezuela, November. Incident 131 (level 4) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1963, 452.

246

1963

Improved relations with Israel, November. Incident 132 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

247

1963

Assassination of Diem, November. Incident 133 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Troop withdrawal confirmed in FF' 1963, 385.

248

1963

Improved relations with the Soviet Union, December. Incident 134 (level 5) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

249

1964

Cuba supports insurgents: Mexico, January. Incident 135 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

250

1964

Security of Panama Canal, January. Incident 136 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Troop movements confirmed in FF 1964, 385.

251

1964

Coup and civil strife in Zanzibar, January. Incident 137 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). FF 1964, 14, confirms naval assistance in evacuation of
Americans.

252

1964

Cyprus-Greece-Turkey crisis, January. Incident 138 (level 2) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1964, 3.

253

1964

Coup in South Vietnam, January. Incident 139 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Incident confirmed, FF' 1964, 27.

254

1964

Coup in Brazil, March. Incident 140 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Incident confirmed, FF 1964, 102-3.

255

1964

Political developments in Cambodia, March. Incident 141 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). MID 1213 is a raid involving the United States, Cambodia, and
South Vietnam, March 19-October 25. FF 1964 records a series of air raids and
ground attacks against suspected guerrillas in Cambodia around this period,
including February 2 and 6 (32), March 19 (90), May 8 (154-5), June 3 (183),
August 30 (309), October 20 (366) and 28 (377), and December 25 (453).

256

1964

Security of Guantanamo base in Cuba, April. Incident 142 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). KCA 1964, 20038, confirms U.S. response to Cuban cut-off of
water to base.

257

1353

1964

Civil war in Laos. Incident 143 (level 2) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Between May 1964 and 1971, U.S. aircraft flew combat missions in Laos (Emerson
1974, 108). This incident, along with incidents 110 and 123, is part of MID 1353.

258

1964

Elections in Panama, May. Incident 144 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Incident confirmed in FF 1964, 151.

259

1964

Civil strife in British Guiana, May. Incident 145 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Incident confirmed in FF 1964, 167, 187.
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260

1964

Cyprus-Greece-Turkey crisis, June. Incident 146 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1964,192,211.

261

1964

Cuba supports insurgents: Dominican Republic, July. Incident 147 (level 5) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

262

1964

Civil war in Congo, July. Incident 148 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Transport aircraft and 68 military advisers were sent to the Congo in August to
help suppress a rebellion following the withdrawal of UN forces (Emerson 1974,
108; Grimmett 1999, 17).

263

1964

Cyprus-Greece-Turkey crisis, August. Incident 149 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Multiple mentions in FF 1964, 257, 265-6, 278.

264

1964

Insurgents in Haiti, August. Incident 150 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). U.S. involvement confirmed in FF 1964, 318.

265

1964

Tonkin Gulf incident, August. Incident 151 (level 2) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). This incident marks the beginning of the Vietnam War in the MIDs data.
The Vietnam War begins in March 1965 in the Blechman and Kaplan data.

266

1964

Indonesia-Malaysia crisis, September. Incident 152 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF' 1964, 311.

267

1964

Cuba supports insurgents in Venezuela, October. Incident 153 (level 5) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). U.S. involvement confirmed in FF' 1964, 60.

268

1964

Civil war in Congo: Hostages in Stanleyville, November. Incident 154 (level 5) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1964, 311.

269

1964

Viet Cong attack Bien Hoa barracks, November. Incident 155 (level 3) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). This incident is part of the Vietnam War in the MIDs data.
Incident confirmed in FF 1964, 399.

270

1965

Worsened relations with Tanzania, January. Incident 156 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1965, 452, 212.

271

611

1965

Viet Cong attack Pleiku, February. Incident 157 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). This incident is part of the Vietnam War in the MIDs data. Confirmed in
FF 1965, 49.

272

611

1965

Viet Cong attack Qui Nhon, February. Incident 158 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). This incident is part of the Vietham War in the MIDs data.
Confirmed in FF 1965, 49.

273

2916

1965

In the MIDs data, dispute is coded as a threat of force by the United States against
North Korea between April 27 and May 5. FF' 1965 records incidents along the
DMZ on April 27 (157), October 13 (397), and November 18 (434). This incident
should be coded as a clash or border violation rather than just as a threat to use
force.

274

1965

Civil war in the Dominican Republic, April. Incident 159 (level 2) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). The U.S. sent over 20,000 troops to the Dominican Republic
between April 28 and the end of 1965. An OAS force gradually replaced them
(Emerson 1974, 109; Grimmett 1999, 17). Confirmed in FF 1965, 153.

275

1965

Cuba supports insurgents: British Guiana, April. Incident 160 (level 5) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978).

276

1965

West German Parliament meets in Berlin, April. Incident 161 (level 4) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1965, 115.

277

1965

Cuba supports insurgents: Venezuela, May. Incident 162 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1965, 152.

278

1965

War in Vietnam: Withdraw troops from Europe, July. Incident 163 (level 3) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

279

1965

Political developments: Cyprus, July. Incident 164 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

280

1965

Civil war in Yemen, August. Incident 165 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1965, 316.

281

1965

Civil war: Dominican Republic, September. Incident 166 (level 3) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1965, 316, 351; and Blechman and Kaplan




18

(1978, 326-9).

282

1965

India-Pakistan war, September. Incident 167 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1965, 291.

283

1965

Attempted coup in Indonesia, October. Incident 168 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 19635, 360.

284

1966

Improved relations with Egypt, September. Incident 169 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in KCA 1966, 21244.

285

1966

Israel attacks Jordan: Samu, December. Incident 170 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1966, 475.

286

1966

Insurgents in Thailand, December. Incident 171 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF' 1966, 489-99.

287

1967

Coup in Greece, April. Incident 172 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Confirmed in FF 1967, 135.

288

1967

MID 2930 involved the United States, the Soviet Union, South Korea and Japan,
May 10-17. Data on the level of U.S. force used are missing. Soviet destroyers
bumped American and Japanese vessels during naval maneuvers in the Sea of
Japan (FF 1967, 162-3).

289

1967

Improved relations with France, May. Incident 173 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Not confirmed in FF 1967.

290

345

1967

Arab-Israeli War, June. Incident 174 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 345 is a show of ships involving the Soviet Union and Israel, June 10-19.
President Johnson ordered the 6™ Fleet to move within 50 miles of the Syrian coast

in order to signal the Soviets not to intervene in the war (Emerson 1974, 109; FF
1967, 208).

291

1967

Insurgents in the Congo, July. Incident 175 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). The U.S. sent three transport aircraft to the Congo to provide logistical
support for Mobutu’s effort to crush a revolt in Katanga (Emerson 1974, 109;
Grimmett 1999, 18; FF 1967, 308).

292

1967

Political developments in Cyprus, August. Incident 176 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in KCA 1967, 22435; Dunbabin (1994b, 242).

293

1967

Egypt sinks Israeli destroyer Eilat, October. Incident 177 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in KCA 1967, 22347.

294

1968

Pueblo seized by North Korea, January. Incident 178 (level 1) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). MID 347 (“Seizure of U.S.S. Pueblo”) is a mobilization
involving North Korea, January 23-December 22. Confirmed in FF' 1968, 25.

295

1968

Invasion of Czechoslovakia, September. Incident 179 (level 2) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). U.S. use of force not confirmed in FF 1968, 349.

296

1968

Israel attacks Lebanon: Beirut airport, December. Incident 180 (level 5) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1968, 568.

297

347

1968

North Korea attacks South Korean fishing boats, December. Incident 181 (level 4)
in Kaplan and Blechman (1978). This incident is part of MID 347, along with the
seizure of the Pueblo. Incident confirmed in FF 1968, 478.

298

2941

1969

EC-121 shot down by North Korea, April. Incident 182 (level 2) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). MID 2941 is coded as a show of ships involving North Korea
and the Soviet Union, April 15-27. Confirmed in FF 1969, 209.

299

1969

Civil strife in Curacao, May. Incident 183 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1969, 340.

300

1969

Political developments in Libya, November. Incident 184 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

301

1970

Insurgents in Haiti, April. Incident 185 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Confirmed in FF 1970, 289.

302

1970

Civil strife in Trinidad, April. Incident 186 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1970, 292.

303

1970

Invasion of Cambodia, April (FF 1970, 297-8). This incident is not included in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978), but should be counted as a separate use of force
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because it constituted a decision by the Nixon administration to widen the
geographic area in which force was being used. Curiously, it is not included in the
MIDs data set either, although other border incidents with Cambodia and China
during the Vietnam War are included.

304

1039

1970

Civil strife in Jordan, June. Incident 187 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Incident 189 is also part of this MID, an alert involving Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Libya,
and the United Kingdom. Confirmed in FF 1970, 479.

305

1970

Arab-Israeli cease-fire agreement, August. Incident 188 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1970, 565.

306

1039
3241

1970

Civil war: Jordan, September. Incident 189 (level 2) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). In the MIDs data, coded as an alert involving Jordan, Syria, Libya, Iraq,
and the United Kingdom. Incident 187 is also part of this MID. The U.S. ordered
three aircraft carriers to the Middle East and alerted ground forces in order to warn
the Syrians against intervention in ongoing Jordanian civil strife (FF 1970, 670-1).
MID 3241 involves many of the same Arab countries and also the USSR and is
dated September 18-26. Data on the level of U.S. force used are missing. Because
it ends on the same dayj, it is probably a subset of MID 187.

307

2221

1970

Soviet submarine base in Cuba, October. Incident 190 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). MID 2221 is a border violation, October 10-November 10.
Confirmed in FF 1970, 708.

308

1971

Civil war in Cambodia, January. Incident 191 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(19798).

309

1971

Withdraw troops from South Korea, February. Incident 192 (level 3) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1971, 199.

310

1971

Invasion of Laos, February (FF 1971, 61). This incident is not included in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978), but represented a decision by the Nixon administration to
widen the geographic area in which force would be used. It should be treated as a
level 2 use of force.

311

1971

Duvalier dies in Haiti, April. Incident 193 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1971, 320.

312

1971

Improved relations with the Soviet Union, April. Incident 194 (level 5) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1971, 327-61.

313

1971

Stand-down in Sea of Japan, May. Incident 195 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978).

314

1971

MID 2943 is a threat to use force against Cuba, December 15-28. Cuba attacked
two ships operated by Cuban exiles, charging that they were spy vessels. The U.S.
placed forces in the Caribbean on alert and threatened to respond to future
incidents, but denied any plans to attack Cuba (Mazarr 1988, 369; FF 1971, 991-2).
Should be a level 3 use of force, but is missing from the Blechman and Kaplan
data. Incident 197 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

315

1971

India-Pakistan (Bangladesh) war, December. Incident 196 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1971, 941, 961, 985, 1007.

317

611

1972

North Vietnamese offensive in South Vietnam, May. Incident 198 (level 2) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Blechman and Kaplan consider the Vietnam War to
have ended in March 1972, while it ends January 27, 1973, in the MIDs data.
Confirmed in FF 1972, 242.

318

611

1972

Break down of peace talks: North Vietnam, December. Incident 199 (level 3) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF' 1972, 1014.

319

1353

1973

Civil war in Laos, February. Incident 200 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). This incident is part of MID 1353, the Laotian civil war that began in
1962. Confirmed in KCA 1973, 25843, 26091.

320

1973

Civil war in Cambodia, February. Incident 201 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in KCA 1973, 25941.

321

1973

Peace agreement with North Vietnam, February. Incident 202 (level 5) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1973, 133.
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322 -- 1973  Civil strife in Lebanon, May. Incident 203 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in KCA 1973, 25932.

323 -- 1973 Civil war in Cambodia, August. Incident 204 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in KCA 1973, 26186.

324 353 1973  Arab-Israeli War, October. Incident 205 (level 1) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 353 is an alert involving Syria, Israel, Egypt, and the Soviet Union, October
6-31. Confirmed in FF 1973, 833.

325 353 1973  Arab oil embargo, October. Incident 206 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
Confirmed in KCA 1973, 26245.

326 -- 1974  Civil war in Cambodia, January. Incident 207 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in KCA 1974, 26507.

327 -- 1974  Egypt-Israel Sinai agreement, February. Incident 208 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1974, 2,37,78, 113.

328 -- 1974 Improved relations with Egypt, April. Incident 209 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1974, 257, 298.

329 -- 1974  Cyprus-Greece-Turkey crisis, July. Incident 210 (level 3) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Grimmett (1999, 18) notes that naval forces evacuated American civilians.
FF 1974, 591, notes that U.S. troops put on alert during crisis.

330 -- 1974  Arab oil policy, November. Incident 211 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

331 -- 1975  Carrier group deployed near Cyprus after demonstrations, January. Incident 212
(level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

332 -- 1975 Carrier group sent to Red Sea because of fighting between Ethiopian government
and Eritrean rebels in January. Incident 213 (level 5) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Confirmed in FF 1975, 185.

333 -- 1975  Carrier group visits Kenya in display of support for Kenyatta government,
February. Incident 214 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

334 -- 1975  Collapse of regime in Cambodia, April. Incident 215 (level 4) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF' 1975, 208.

335 -- 1975  Collapse of regime in South Vietnam, April. Incident 216 (level 2) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). Confirmed in FF 1975, 289.

336 -- 1975 Improved relations with the Soviet Union, May. Incident 217 (level 5) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978).

337 -- 1975 Improved relations with China, May. Incident 2 (level 4) in Zelikow (1987).

338 356 1975 Cambodia seizes Mayaguez, May. Incident 218 (level 2) in Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). MID 356 (“Seizure of Mayaguez”) is a raid involving Cambodia, May 12-
15.

339 1472 1975 Security of South Korea. Incident 1 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987). MID 1472 is a
clash involving North and South Korea, May 18-November 20.

340 -- 1976  Soviet and Algerian support for insurgents in Morocco, January. Incident 3 (level
5) in Zelikow (1987).

341 -- 1976  Carrier sent to Lebanon during civil war, January. Incident 219 (level 4) in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978).

342 -- 1976  Additional carrier sent to Lebanon during civil war, March. Incident 220 in Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Incident 4 in Zelikow (1987). Because of the number of
carriers involved, Zelikow treats the incident as level 3 rather than level 2.

343 -- 1976 Naval encounter near Zanzibar involving the Soviet Union, March. Incident 221
(level 4) in Blechman and Kaplan.

344 -- 1976 Naval visit involving Egypt and Israel, April. Incident 222 (level 5) in Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

345 -- 1976  Evacuation of Lebanon, June. Incident 223 (level 4) in Kaplan and Blechman
(19798).

346 -- 1976  Carrier sent to support Kenya in case of possible Ugandan invasion, July. Incident
224 in Kaplan and Blechman (1978), and incident 5 in Zelikow (1987). (Level 4 in
both.)

347 -- 1976 Naval visit to support Tunisia against possible Libyan attack, June. Incident 6
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(level 5) in Zelikow (1987).

348 362 1976 U.S. soldiers killed in Korea tree-cutting incident, August. Incident 225 (level 1) in
2960 Kaplan and Blechman (1978). Incident 7 (level 2) in Zelikow (1987). The

difference in coding concerns whether or not a nuclear alert took place. MID 362
(“Tree Trimming Incident”) is a clash involving North and South Korea, August
18-31. MID 2960, a border violation involving North Korea on October 15, is
probably a duplicate. There is no mention of a separate incident in October in FF'
1976 or KCA 1976.

349 -- 1976  Visit to Kenya by naval force and Marines, December. Incident 226 (level 4) in
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

350 -- 1977 Safety of Americans in Uganda, February. Incident 8 (level 2) in Zelikow (1987).

351 -- 1978 War between Ethiopia and Somalia, May. Incident 9 (level 5) in Zelikow (1987).

352 -- 1978 Invasion of Shaba province, Zaire, May. Incident 10 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987).
U.S. transport aircraft assisted Belgian and French rescue operations (Grimmett
1999, 19).

353 -- 1978 Concern over rights of passage in Sea of Okhotsk, June. Incident 11 (level 5) in
Zelikow (1987).

354 -- 1978 Civil strife in Nicaragua, September. Incident 12 (level 4) in Zelikow (1987).

355 -- 1978  Soviet request for joint maneuvers with Finland and rights of passage in Baltic Sea,
September. Incident 13 (level 5) in Zelikow (1987).

356 -- 1978 MiG-23 aircraft stationed in Cuba, November. Incident 14 (level 5) in Zelikow
(1987).

357 2223 1978 Political crisis in Iran, December. Incident 15 (level 4) in Zelikow (1987). MID
2223 is a show of ships, November 19, 1978-January 2, 1979.

358 -- 1979  War between North and South Yemen, March. Incident 16 (level 4) in Zelikow
(1987).

359 3021 1979 “U.S. maneuvers in the Gulf of Sidra.” A show of ships involving Libya, August
13. The U.S. tested navigation rights beyond a three-mile limit near several
countries, including Libya (FF 1979, 646). The maneuvers did not result in a
military confrontation but were not routine, given the poor state of American
relations with Libya at the time. This incident is not included in Zelikow (1987).

360 2225 1979 Soviet troops in Cuba, October. Incident 17 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987). MID
2225 (“Soviet Combat Unit in Cuba”) is a show of troops involving Cuba and the
Soviet Union, August 31-November 20.

361 2193 1979 Park Chung Hee assassinated in South Korea, October. Incident 18 (level 3) in
Zelikow (1987). MID 2193 is a show of planes, March 10, 1979-March 27, 1980.

362 3020 1979 Hostage crisis in Iran, November. Incident 19 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987). MID
3020 (“Iran hostage crisis™) is a raid involving Iran, November 4, 1979-January 21,
1981. The raid took place on April 26, 1980 (Grimmett 1999, 19) and is a separate
incident.

363 - 1979 Peace treaty in Rhodesia, December. Incident 20 (level 4) in Zelikow (1987).

364 -- 1980 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan: Carter Doctrine, January. Incident 21 (level 2) in
Zelikow (1987).

365 3020 1980 Abortive Iranian hostage rescue mission, April 24, 1980. This is part of MID 3020.
It should be counted as a level 4 use of force. It was probably omitted from
Zelikow (1987) as a “martial” use of force. See Bill (1988, 300-2)

366 -- 1980 Civil strife in South Korea, May. Incident 22 (level 4) in Zelikow (1987).

367 -- 1980 Vietnamese incursion into Thailand, July. Incident 23 (level 5) in Zelikow (1987).

368 -- 1980  Security of Persian Gulf: Iran-Iraq War, September. Incident 24 (level 4) in
Zelikow (1987).

369 -- 1980 Political crisis in Poland, December. Incident 25 (level 5) in Zelikow (1987).

370 -- 1981 Improved relations with Morocco, January. Incident 26 (level 5) in Zelikow
(1987).

371 -- 1981 Insurgents in El Salvador, January. Incident 27 (level 5) in Zelikow (1987).

Grimmett (1999, 19) notes that the U.S. increased the number of advisers in the
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country to 55.

372

1981

Border dispute between Ecuador and Peru, February. Incident 28 (level 5) in
Zelikow (1987).

373

1981

Improved relations with Liberia, April. Incident 29 (level 4) in Zelikow (1987).

374

1981

Syrian missiles in Lebanon, May. Incident 30 (level 2) in Zelikow (1987).

375

1981

Dispute over rights of passage in Gulf of Sidra, August. Incident 31 (level 3) in
Zelikow (1987). MID 3099 (“Gulf of Sidra air clash”) is a raid involving Egypt
and Libya, August 18-21.

376

2977

1981

Security of Central America, October. Incident 32 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987).
MID 2977 is a border violation involving Nicaragua on March 17, 1982, which
may be the same incident.

377

3098

1981

Sadat assassinated in Egypt and security of Sudan, October. Incident 33 (level 3) in
Zelikow (1987). MID 3098 (“Libyan air raids into Sudan”) is a show of troops
between November 9 and December 6, 1981.

378

3098

1981

Security of Middle East and Persian Gulf, November. Incident 34 (level 3) in
Zelikow (1987). This incident, which involved war games with Egypt, may be
considered part of MID 3098, along with incident 34 from Zelikow (1987).

379

1982

Nicaraguan support for insurgency in El Salvador, January. Incident 35 (level 5) in
Zelikow (1987).

380

2978

1982

Show of planes involving Libya, February 3. U.S. fighters “buzzed” a Libyan
airliner on this date (NYT 2/4/82). This is a level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan
and Blechman (1978). Although American political authorities may not have
specifically authorized this action, they did move American military forces into the
area.

381

1982

Egypt-Israel treaty: Sinai peacekeeping force, March. Incident 36 (level 3) in
Zelikow (1987).

382

1982

Falkland Islands war between Britain and Argentina, May. Incident 37 (level 5) in
Zelikow (1987).

383

1982

Israeli invasion of Lebanon, June. Incident 38 (Ievel 2) in Zelikow (1987).

384

1982

Ethiopian attacks on Somalia, July. Incident 39 (level 5) in Zelikow (1987).

385

1982

Security of Honduras, July. Incident 40 (level 5) in Zelikow (1987).

386

1982

Cease-fire in Lebanon: Beirut peacekeeping force, August. Incident 41 (level 2) in
Zelikow (1987).

387

1982

Massacre of Palestinians: Beirut peacekeeping force, September. Incident 42 (level
2) in Zelikow (1987).

388

1982

MID 2229 (“Militarization of Kurile Islands”) is a show of planes involving the
United States and Japan, September 30, 1982-January 24, 1983. On September 30,
1982, the United States announced plans to deploy up to 50 F-16s to Honshu by
1985 (FF 1982, 754; NYT 12/30/82). Japan announced its intentions to increase
military cooperation with the United States on January 18, 1983, prompting Soviet
criticism (FF 1983 26). This should be treated as a level 4 use of force under the
Blechman and Kaplan rules.

389

1982

Dispute over rights of passage off coast of Vietnam, November. Incident 43 (level
4) in Zelikow (1987).

390

1982

Improved relations with Morocco, November. Incident 44 (level 3) in Zelikow
(1987).

391

3613

1982

Relations with Oman and security of Persian Gulf, November. Incident 45 (level
3) in Zelikow (1987). MID 3613 is a show of troops involving Yemen and Oman,
December 3-7.

392

1983

Security of Honduras, February. Incident 46 (level 4) in Zelikow (1987).

393

3072

1983

Tension between Libya and Sudan, February. Incident 47 (level 4) in Zelikow
(1987). MID 3072 (“Libyan pressure on Sudan I”’) is a show of ships, February 17-
20. Grimmett (1999, 19) notes that the U.S. sent an AWACS aircraft after Libya
bombed a city in the Sudan.

394

3071

1983

MID 3071 is a raid involving Iran, February 26-July 26. Iraq began air raids on
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Iranian shipping and port facilities on February 27, 1983 (NYT 2/28/83). After the
Iraqis acquired French jets and anti-ship missiles, the Iranians threatened the close
the Strait of Hormuz. The U.S. warned Iran to respect rights of passage through
the Strait of Hormuz and alerted the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson on July 26, 1983
(FF 1983, 89; CSM 7/26/83). This should be a level 4 use of force under the
Blechman and Kaplan rules.

395

2195

1983

MID 2195 is a show of planes involving North and South Korea, February 1-10.
U.S., North and South Korean troops were all on alert during the “Team Spirit ‘83
exercises (FF 1983, 89; NYT 2/7/83). This should be a level 3 use of force under
the Blechman and Kaplan rules.

396

2347

1983

Nicaraguan support for insurgency in El Salvador, March. Incident 48 (level 5) in
Zelikow (1987). MID 2347 is a show of troops involving Honduras and Nicaragua
between March 1983 and June 6, 1985. Incidents 48, 53, 61, 62, 64, 65, 67, and 71
from Zelikow (1987) fall within this MID, as do two incidents after 1984.

397

2981

1983

Security of Caribbean area. Incident 49 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987). MID 2981 is
a border violation involving Cuba on April 19.

398

1983

Thai forces clash with Vietnamese troops in Thailand, April. Incident 50 (level 5)
in Zelikow (1987).

399

1983

Insurgency in Central America, June. Incident 51 (level 5) in Zelikow (1987).

400

1983

Syrian involvement in civil strife in Lebanon, June. Incident 52 (level 4) in
Zelikow (1987).

401

2347

1983

Security of Central America. Incident 53 (level 2) in Zelikow (1987). Another
part of MID 2347.

402

3634

1983

Libyan intervention in civil war with Chad, July. Incident 54 (level 4) in Zelikow
(1987). MID 3634 is an alert, August 2-24. Grimmett (1999, 19) notes that the
U.S. deployed two AWACS and eight F-15s to assist Chad on August 8.

403

3062

1983

Civil war in Lebanon, September. Incident 55 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987). MID
3062 (“USA/Syria clashes in Lebanon”) is a clash with Syria, September 3, 1983-
April 1, 1984.

404

2195

1983

Bomb attack on government officials of South Korea, October. Incident 56 (level
4) in Zelikow (1987). MID 2195 is a show of planes involving North and South
Korea, February 1-10.

405

1983

Security of Persian Gulf, October. Incident 57 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987).

406

3058

1983

Disorder in Grenada, October. Incident 58 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987). MID 3058
(“Invasion of Grenada”) is an occupation of territory involving various Caribbean
countries, October 21-November 1.

407

2231

1983

Security of Western Europe. Incident 59 (level 1) in Zelikow (1987). MID 2231
(“Deployment of Soviet SS-22 missiles and U.S. Pershing missiles™) is a show of
planes involving the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, and West Germany, November
24, 1983-May 20, 1984.

408

3062

1983

Attack on U.S. forces in Lebanon, December. Incident 60 (level 3) in Zelikow
(1987). This incident is part of MID 3062, along with incident 55 from Zelikow
(1987).

409

2347

1984

Nicaraguan support for insurgency in El Salvador, February. Incident 61 (level 2)
in Zelikow (1987). Another part of MID 2347.

410

2347

1984

Elections in El Salvador, March. Incident 62 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987). Another
part of MID 2347.

411

3051

1984

Libyan air attacks against Sudan, March. Incident 63 (level 5) in Zelikow (1987).
MID 3051 (“Libyan pressure on Sudan II”) is a threat to use force involving Libya,
Sudan and Egypt, March 19, 1984.

412

2347

1984

Security of Central America, January. Incident 64 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987).
Another part of MID 2347.

413

2347

1984

Security of Caribbean Sea, April. Incident 65 (level 2) in Zelikow (1987). Another
part of MID 2347.

414

3541

1984

Iranian threat to shipping in Persian Gulf, June. Incident 66 (level 4) in Zelikow
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(1987). MID 3541 is a show of ships involving Iran, February 19-April 30.
Grimmett (1999, 20) notes that the U.S. provided AWACS and tanker aircraft to
assist the Saudis.

415

1984

Cut in U.S. aid to Nicaraguan insurgents, June. Incident 67 (level 3) in Zelikow
(1987). Another part of MID 2347.

416

1984

Concern over rights of passage in Gulf of Sidra, July. Incident 68 (level 4) in
Zelikow (1987).

417

1984

Mines in Gulf of Suez, August. Incident 69 (level 5) in Zelikow (1987).

418

1984

Bomb attack on U.S. embassy in Lebanon, September. Incident 70 (level 3) in
Zelikow (1987).

419

2347

1984

Security of Central America. Incident 71 (level 3) in Zelikow (1987). Another
part of MID 2347.

420

2347

1985

Military presence, exercises in Honduras, Caribbean Sea involving 7000 troops
between February 11 and May 3 (FF 1985, 369; NYTI 1985, 570; KCA 10/85,
33912). Up to 10,000 troops also involved in “Blazer Trail” and “Kindle Liberty”
exercises in Panama in January (KCA 3/85, 33455). Carrier and battleship groups
sent to coast of Nicaragua at roughly same time (WP 1/11/85; NYT 1/11/85).
Another part of MID 2347. A level 2 use of force in terms of Blechman and
Kaplan 1978. Incident 1 in Fordham1998.

421

2196

1985

The “Team Spirit” military exercises with South Korea scheduled to begin on
February 1 caused North Korea to postpone scheduled talks with the South (KCA
2/85:33406). A level 3 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).
MID 2196 is a show of planes, February 1-6.

422

1985

Carrier and cruiser sent to Eastern Mediterranean on March 9, 1985, following
threat to U.S. embassy in Beirut (NY77 1985, 751; NYT 3/9/85, 3/15/85). A level 4
use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

423

1985

Two squadrons of F-16s moved to air base in Northern Japan in response to a
Soviet deployment (SS 1985/6, 230; WP 4/3/85). A level 4 use of force in terms of
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

424

1985

Military presence, exercises, construction in Honduras in June (KCA4 10/85, 33912;
NYT 6/4/85). Incident 2 (level 2) in Fordham (1998). Another part of MID 2347.

425

1985

Naval presence near Lebanon after TWA hijacking in June 1985 includes a carrier
group and a Marine force (FF 1985, 459; NYT 6/18/85). Incident 3 (level 3) in
Fordham (1998).

426

1985

Carrier group sent to Nicaraguan coast during government offensive against rebels
(NYTI, 884; NYT 8/2/85; KCA 11/85, 33972). A level 4 use of force in terms of
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

427

3620

1985

MID 3620 is a show of ships involving Egypt and Libya, September 24-30.
Although FF 1985 and other sources do not mention an incident on these dates, the
U.S. conducted the “Bright Star ‘85" exercises with Egypt, Somalia, Jordan, and
Oman involving naval, ground and air forces August 4-8, 1985. About 9,000
Americans were involved. A level 3 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman
(1978).

428

1985

Ground, air and naval forces conduct anti-guerrilla exercises with Peru, August 14-
25,1985 (FF 1985, 893). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman
(19798).

429

1985

Two F-14s diverted airliners with hijackers on board to U.S. base in Italy on
October 10, 1985 (FF 1985, 753; SS 1985/6, 224; KCA 12/85, 34077-8; Grimmett
1999, 20). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

430

1986

“Team Spirit” military exercises with South Korea in January lead North Korea to
suspend talks with the South (SS 7986/7, 230). A level 3 use of force in terms of
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

431

3636

1986

Two carrier groups sent to Libya in January as response to terrorist incident (FF'
1986, 28; KCA 2/86: 34201). Incident 4 (level 3) in Fordham (1998). Exercises
conducted January 23-30 and February 11-14. After the arrival of a third carrier
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group on March 20, U.S. planes destroyed threatening Libyan ships, planes and
missile sites (FF1986, 201; SS 1986/7,222; KCA 6/86, 34454-5; NYT 4/3/86;
Grimmett 1999, 20). MID 3636 is a raid on Libya, January 13-April 15.

432

2578

1986

Destroyer and frigate sent to Persian Gulf on January 12 after Iranians search a
U.S. ship (FF 1986, 29). MID 2578 is a show of ships, January 13-14. A level 5
use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

433

2353

1986

Military presence, exercises, construction in Honduras between January 15 and
May (KCA 4/86, 34290-1). Incident 5 (level 3) in Fordham (1998). “Donoso ‘86”
and “Costa Abajo” exercises involving up to 5000 troops conducted in Panama in
February (KCA4 6/87,35191; NYT 1/21/86). MID 2353 is a show of ships involving
Nicaragua between February 1986 and March 1988. Incidents 5, 9, 10, 12, and 15
from Fordham (1998) are also part of this MID.

434

2233

1986

Guided missile cruiser and destroyer travel near Crimean coast to test right of
innocent passage, prompting Soviet protests on March 18, 1986 (FF 1986, 183;
KCA 3/87,35008). MID 2233 is a show of ships on March 13. A level 5 use of
force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

435

3636

1986

Land-based aircraft, 2 carriers involved in airstrikes on Libya on April 14 (FF
1986,257; S8 1986/7,222; KCA 6/86, 34454-9; Grimmett 1999, 20.) Incident 6
(level 3) in Fordham (1998). This is part of MID 3636 along with incident 4.

436

1986

U.S. destroyer warns Iranian frigate away from U.S. freighter on May 12, 1986 (FF
1986, 425). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

437

1986

Operation “Blast Furnace” sends 6 helicopters to Bolivia to eradicate coca crop in
July (FF 1986, 530; KCA 12/86, 34800-1; Grimmett 1999, 20). A level 5 use of
force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

438

1986

Joint “Sea Wind” exercises with Egypt, August 24-28, involves a carrier group (FF
1986, 651; SS 1986/7,224). A level 4 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

439

1986

Military exercises in Japan on October 30 involve 12 U.S. ships and over 10,000
military personnel (FF 1986, 996; NYT 11/1/86). Incident 7 (level 3) in Fordham
(1998).

440

1986

Missile deployment following rising tension in Korea in November (KCA4 2/87,
34944). Incident 8 (level 3) in Fordham (1998).

441

2353

1986

Helicopters transport Honduran troops during clash with Nicaragua December 7-8
(FF 1986, 916; SS 1986/7, 237, KCA 5/87,35114-5). Incident 9 (level 3) in
Fordham (1998). Series of military exercises with Honduras begin on December
29, running through May 1987, and eventually involve up to 50,000 U.S. troops
(FF 1986,999; KCA 5/87,35115-6; CSM 5/13/87; NYT 2/12/87). Incidents 9 and
12 (both level 3) from Fordham (1998) should be combined into this single
incident. Another part of MID 2353.

442

2742

1986

MID 2742 is a show of planes involving Cuba, May 1. There was increasing
tension between the United States and Cuba after a low overflight by a U.S.
reconnaissance aircraft in December 1986. On May 5, 1987, two U.S. diplomats
were detained as spies (FF 1987, 413). The overflight is a level 5 use of force in
terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

443

2353

1987

“Kindle Liberty ‘87" exercises in western Panama in January and February involve
4,000 U.S. troops (KCA 6/87,35191-2). Incident 10 (level 3) in Fordham (1998).
Another part of MID 2353.

444

1987

Naval presence near Lebanon, Iran following hostage-taking in January and
February includes 3 carrier groups and a contingent of Marines (FF 1987, 44; NYT
1/29/87 and 2/1/87; CSM 2/4/87). Incident 11 (level 2) in Fordham (1998). This
may be included in MID 2740, along with incident 13, although the connection to
the later operation to protect shipping is not clear.

445

1987

Carrier retained continuously on station near Persian Gulf to protect shipping
beginning April 4 after Iranians test anti-ship missiles (FF 1987, 174, 258; WP
1/28/87). The carrier in question, Kitty Hawk, was previously moved to the area




26

following the hostage-taking in January. A level 4 use of force in terms of Kaplan
and Blechman (1978).

446

2740

1987

Naval presence to protect shipping in Persian Gulf begins June 30 and involves a
battleship and two carriers groups. U.S. naval forces remain in the Gulf through
the end of the Iran-Iraq War on August 20, 1988 (FF 1987, 476, 530, 546, 584,
599, 624; KCA 12/87,35597-9; NYT 8/9/87; Grimmett 1999, 20). Incident 13
(level 3) in Fordham (1998). Additional ships moved into the area in December
1987 (NYT 12/19/87). MID 2740 is a raid involving Iran, January 27, 1987-July 3,
1988.

447

1987

“Bright Star ‘87" military exercises August 15-20 in Egypt and Somalia involve up
to 9,000 U.S. troops (KCA 1/88, 35674, 7/88, 36007). Incident 14 (level 3) in
Fordham (1998). News reports state that these exercises have been held every two
years since 1981. MID 3620 from 1985 appears to be one of these exercises.

448

1988

Annual “Team Spirit” military exercises once again cause breakdown of talks
between North and South Korea in January (KCA 5/88, 35905). These exercises
were listed as MID 2196 in 1985, but subsequent exercises are not in the MIDs
data. A level 3 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

449

2353

1988

Troop deployment, exercises in Honduras after Nicaraguan incursion in March (FF
1988, 177; SS 1988/9, 238; KCA 7/88,36012; WP 3/22/88). Incident 15 (level 3)
in Fordham (1998). Another part of MID 2353.

450

1988

U.S. destroyer and guided missile cruiser challenged, “bumped” by Soviet
destroyers near Black Sea coast on February 12 (FF 1988, 99). A level 5 use of
force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978). It is possible that MID 2774,
which involved Iraq but took place on the same day, it might be a miscoded
reference to this incident.

451

2741

1988

Troop deployment to Panama involves Marine and Army troops as well as carrier
group April 5-8 (FF 1988, 229; KCA 9/88, 36215; WP 4/7/88; Grimmett 1999, 20).
Incident 16 (level 3) in Fordham (1998). There was a smaller deployment on
March 14 (FF 1988, 181). MID 2741 is a show of planes involving Panama,
September 24, 1987-April 8, 1988.

452

2740
2834

1988

U.S. ships in Persian Gulf strike Iranian oil platforms on April 18 and widen
defense effort to include non-U.S. flag vessels (WP 4/18/88, 4/23/88; NYT 4/19/88;
KCA 9/88,36169). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman
(1978). Another part of MID 2740. MID 2834 is a raid involving Iran and
Denmark, on July 2, 1988. A U.S. frigate fired warning shots to drive away an
Iranian gunboat that had attacked a Danish-flagged supertanker (FF 1988, 492).
This incident should be part of MID 2740, which overlaps it in time and space.

453

2775

1988

U.S. shoots down two Libyan aircraft on January 4 while carrier group conducting
military exercises near Crete (FF 1989, 1; SS 1989/90, 228; NYT, 1/2/89; KCWE
1/89, 36385; Grimmett 1999, 20-1). MID 2775 is a raid on Libya, December 30,
1988-January 4, 1989. A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman
(1978).

454

1989

Annual “Team Spirit” exercises with South Korea in February leads to boycott of
talks by North Korea (SS 1989/90, 233; WP 3/20/89; KCWE 2/89, 36465). A level
3 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

455

3901

1989

Deployment of brigade-sized force to Panama in May (FF 1989, 330; SS 1989/90,
237; NYT 8/12/89; KCWE 5/89, 36645-6; Grimmett 1999, 21). Exercises
conducted to assert U.S. treaty rights in July. Incident 17 (level 3) in Fordham
(1998). MID 3901 is a raid on Panama, January 12-December 22. This MID
includes incidents 17, 19, and 20 from Fordham (1998).

456

3903

1989

Two carriers, battleship groups moved to eastern Mediterranean, Persian Gulf,
Arabian Sea after killing of Col. William Higgins in Lebanon (FF 1989, 566-7,
NYTI 1989, 809; NYT 8/1/89). Incident 18 (level 2) in Fordham (1998). MID 3903
is a threat to use force involving Iran on August 2, 1989.

457

1989

Grimmett (1999, 21) notes that 50-100 military advisers and seven Special Forces
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teams of 2-12 persons sent to Colombia to help in drug enforcement in September.
A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

458

3901

1989

Military alert in Panama after unsuccessful October coup attempt includes 12,000
troops (FF 1989, 733). Incident 19 (level 3) in Fordham (1998). MID 3901
includes incidents 17, 19, and 20 from Fordham (1998).

459

1989

On December 2, U.S. fighter aircraft based in the Philippines helped suppress a
coup attempt (Grimmett 1999, 21). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

460

3901

1989

Invasion of Panama, December 20 (FF 1989, 941; SS 1989/90, 239; KCWE 12/89,
37112-3; Grimmett 1999, 21). Panamanian leader Manuel Noriega surrenders on
January 3. Incident 20 (level 2) in Fordham (1998). MID 3901 includes incidents
17, 19, and 20 from Fordham (1998).

461

1990

Carrier and cruiser deployed along Colombian coast in drug interdiction effort,
January (WP 1/8/90; KCWE 1/90, 37182). A level 4 use of force in terms of
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

462

1990

Annual “Team Spirit” exercises with South Korea in March lead to the suspension
of talks between North and South Korea (KCWE 2/90, 37280; 7/90, 37609). A
level 3 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

463

1990

Force of 230 Marines used on August 6 to evacuate foreigners from Liberia during
civil war (FF 1990, 585; Grimmett 1999, 21). A level 4 use of force in terms of
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

464

3957

1990

Military deployment in Persian Gulf after Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. MIDs
description: “Persian Gulf War.” Incident 21 (level 1) in Fordham (1998). The
war in 1991 is treated as a war rather than a political use of force in Fordham
(1998). First deployment is small group of planes sent before invasion for
emergency exercises with UAE on July 24 (FF 1990, 550), but the response t the
Iraqi invasion began on August 9. Larger deployments follow (FF 1990, 581; SS
1990/1, 63-7). MID 3957 is an interstate war, July 24, 1990-March 3, 1991.

465

1991

Two helicopters and 40 Marines used to evacuate foreigners from Somalia during
civil war (FF 1991, 2; WP 1/9/91). A level 4 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

466

3974

1991

Up to 10,000 U.S. troops enter Northern Iraq in April, withdrawn by July 15 (FF
1991, 270; NYT 4/21/91; KCWE 4/91,38127; KCWE 7/91, 38361). Incident 22
(level 3) in Fordham (1998). MIDs description: “Iraqi No-fly zone violations.”
MID 3974 is a raid involving France, the United Kingdom and Iraq, March 15-
December 31.

467

1991

Military instructors sent to Bolivia in April to help train Bolivian forces in drug
eradication (FF 1991, 368; KCWE 4/91, 38143). A level 5 use of force in terms of
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

468

3973

1991

MID 3973 is a raid involving Iran on May 21. An Iranian patrol boat clashed with
a U.S. ship in the Persian Gulf (FF 1991, 448). A level 5 use of force in terms of
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

469

1991

On September 25-27, U.S. transport aircraft carried Belgian troops into Kinshasa,
Zaire, and French troops into the Central Africa Republic (Grimmett 1999, 22). A
level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

470

1991

Withdrawal of 6,000 troops from South Korea canceled in response to North
Korean nuclear weapons development (FF 1991, 891; NYT 11/21/91; KCWE
11/91,38576). Incident 23 (level 3) in Fordham (1998).

471

1992

Carrier task force sent into Persian Gulf in March to enforce Iraqi compliance with
cease-fire resolution (FF 1992, 184; KCWE 3/92, 38837-8). A level 4 use of force
in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

472

3551

1992

Small force of frigates and destroyers committed to multinational force enforcing
arms embargo in former Yugoslavia (FF 1992, 528). In August, carrier task force
enters the Adriatic (WP 8/28/92). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978). MID 3551 is a blockade, July 16-December 31. (December 31,
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1992, is the end of the MIDs data set, but not actually the end of this dispute.)

473

1992

On May 3, 1992, U.S. military planes evacuated Americans from Sierra Leone
(Grimmett 1999, 22). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman
(19798).

474

3552

1992

Military exercises conducted in Kuwait and the Persian Gulf to get Iraqi
compliance with weapons inspections (FF 1992, 549, 565; KCWE 7/92, 39026;
KCWE 8/92,39069; NYT 7/27/92, 10/25/92; Grimmett 1999, 22). Incident 24
(level 2) in Fordham (1998). MID 3552 is a raid involving the United Kingdom,
Kuwait, Iran, and France, July 26-December 31. Incident 25 from Fordham (1998)
is part of the same MID.

475

3552

1992

200 Air Force and Navy aircraft used to enforce “no-fly zone” in Southern Iraq (FF
1992, 614, 625, 641; NYT 8/28/92; WP 8/30/92). Incident 25 (level 3) from
Fordham (1998). First Iraqi plane shot down on December 27 (FF 1992, 967).
Incident 24 from Fordham (1998) is also part of the MID 3552,

476

1992

Nuclear submarine sent to Persian Gulf after Iran takes delivery of two Russian-
made diesel submarines in November (KCWE 11/92,39214). A level 5 use of
force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

477

1992

30,000 American troops, carrier group deployed in Somalia to facilitate famine
relief in December (FF 1992, 905, 929; KCWE 9/92, 39085, 12/92, 39225-6,
39247; Grimmett 1999, 22). U.S. force replaced by UN force with U.S.
participation in March (KCWE 3/93,39356). Incident 26 (level 3) in Fordham
(1998).

478

1993

Troop deployed in Kuwait and aircraft and missiles used to attack Iraqi military
installations in January (FF 1993,9,29,42; WP 1/11/93; 1/15/93; KCWE 12/92,
39247, 1/93,39291; Grimmett 1999, 22). Incident 27 (level 3) in Fordham (1998).

479

1993

U.S. airdrops relief supplies to Muslims surrounded by Serbian forces in Bosnia on
February 28 (Grimmett 1999, 23). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

480

1993

Annual “Team Spirit” exercises with South Korea lead to North Korean withdrawal
from Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The exercises involved up to 120,000 U.S.
and South Korean troops as well as aircraft, including B-1B bombers. The
exercises had been held annually since 1976, but were cancelled in 1992 as a
goodwill gesture to North Korea (FF 1993, 183; KCWE 3/93,39366). A level 3
use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

481

1993

U.S. aircraft attack an Iraqi radar site said to have taken threatening action on April
19 (WP 4/19/93; KCWE 4/93, 39439). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan
and Blechman (1978).

482

1993

Carrier task force sent within range of Bosnia for possible use in enforcing “safe
areas” (NYT 5/10/93; KCWE 5/93, 39470; Grimmett 1999, 22). A level 4 use of
force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

483

1993

300 troops sent to Macedonia on June 10 as part of 700-strong UN force already
there (KCWE 6/93, 39519; Grimmett 1999, 23). A level 4 use of force in terms of
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

484

1993

Helicopters and aircraft attack arms depots June 12-16 in Somalia to retaliate for
attack on UN soldiers. Operation conducted under UN auspices (FF 1993, 441,
KCWE 6/93, 39499, 39451; Grimmett 1999, 23). A level 5 use of force in terms of
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

485

1993

Destroyer and cruiser fire 23 cruise missiles at Iraq on June 26 to retaliate for plot
to kill George Bush (FF 1993, 481; KCWE 6/93,39531; NYT 6/28/93; Grimmett
1999, 23). A level 4 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

486

1993

Aircraft bomb Iraqi missile site on August 19 after it fires on them (FF 1993, 622;
Grimmett 1999, 23). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman
(1978).

487

1993

Ranger unit sent to help arrest Mohamed Farah Aidid in Somalia (FF 1993, 687,
KCWE 8/93,39586). A level 4 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman
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(1978).

488

1993

Additional troops, aircraft carrier deployed in Somalia in October and November
after U.S. soldiers killed in October clash with Somalis (FF 1993, 743; WP
11/10/93; KCWE 10/93, 39675). Incident 28 (level 2) in Fordham (1998).

489

1993

U.S. and Canadian ships blockade Haiti on October 19 after refusal to implement
plan for civilian rule (FF 1993, 786; Grimmett 1999, 23). A level 5 use of force in
terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

490

1994

60 U.S. aircraft made available for missions over Bosnia on February 17 (Grimmett
1999, 23). 2 of these planes shot down Bosnian Serb aircraft violating no-fly zone
over Bosnia on February 28 (FF 1994, 134). A level 5 use of force in terms of
Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

491

1994

Missile battery deployed to Korea in March, “Team Spirit” exercises renewed to
pressure North Korea to reach agreement on nuclear proliferation (WP 3/22/94,
3/20/94; KCWE 3/94,39911). “Team Spirit” was later postponed until later in the
year (KCWE 3/94,39958). A level 4 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

492

1994

Air Force, Navy aircraft attack Serb communications center in Bosnia on April 10
at UN request (FF 1994, 253; KCWE 4/94, 39966; Grimmett 1999, 24). A level 4
use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

493

1994

Aircraft attack a Serb armored vehicle in Bosnia August 5 (FF 1994, 561;
Grimmett 1999, 24). A level 4 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman
(1978).

494

1994

Military exercises in Caribbean simulate an invasion of Haiti on July 7 (FF 1994,
488; NYT 7/7/94, 7/14/94; KCWE 7/94,40094). Incident 29 (level 3) in Fordham
(1999).

495

1994

Troops deployed in Zaire and Rwanda to provide relief for refugees between April
12 and September 30 (FF 1994, 543; NYTI 1994, 984; Grimmett 1999, 24).
Incident 30 (level 3) in Fordham (1998).

496

1994

200 additional troops were sent to Macedonia on April 19. The contingent was
replaced by another group of 500 soliders on December 22 (Grimmett 1999, 24).

497

1994

20,000 troops occupy Haiti after agreement with military regime on September 19
(FF 1994, 673-4; WP 9/10/94, 9/19/94; KCWE 9/94, 40174; Grimmett 1999, 24).
Incident 31 (level 3) in Fordham (1998).

498

1994

Carrier task force sent to Sea of Japan on September 22 to pressure North Korea for
agreement on non-proliferation (KCWE 9/94,40182). A level 4 use of force in
terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

499

1994

Large ground force, ships, aircraft sent to Persian Gulf region in response to Iraqi
threats to Kuwait (FF 1994, 745; NYT 10/14/94, 10/14/94; KCWE 10/94, 40255).
Incident 32 (level 2) in Fordham (1998).

500

1994

U.S. aircraft join in NATO attack on Serb airbase in Bosnia on November 21 (FF
1994, 874; Grimmett 1999, 24). A level 5 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

501

1995

Large U.S. force aids UN withdrawal from Somalia beginning in January. The
withdrawal was completed by the beginning of March (FF 1995, 75; WP 3/1/95;
NYT 3/3/95; Grimmett 1999, 24). A level 3 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

502

1995

Military exercise held in South Korea involving 8,000 U.S. troops and 4,500 South
Koreans. The exercises were announced April 14 and conducted on May 8 (KCWE
4/95, 40502, 40552). The larger “Team Spirit” exercise scheduled for February
was cancelled (KCWE 4/95,40415). A level 3 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

503

1995

Carrier task force, Marine contingent, attack submarine, and other ships move into
Adriatic on May 29-30 after UN observers taken hostage by Serbs in Bosnia (FF
1995, 386; KCWE 6/95,40607). A level 3 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).




30

504 -- 1995  Troops, ships deployed to Persian Gulf region in response to Iraqi threats in August
(FF 1995, 631; WP 8/18/95). A level 3 use of force in terms of Kaplan and
Blechman (1978).

505 -- 1995 48 Air Force and Navy aircraft participate in NATO airstrikes on August 30-31 on

Bosnian Serbs in retaliation for continued shelling of Sarajevo (FF 1995, 629).
Additional attacks continued through September 5 (FF 1995, 645; Grimmett 1999,
24). A level 4 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

506 -- 1995 Troop deployment to Bosnia as part of Dayton Agreement begins in December.
8,000 in Bosnia by end of 1995 (FF 1995: 969; KCWE 12/95, 40870; Grimmett
1999, 24). A level 3 use of force in terms of Kaplan and Blechman (1978).

Note: MID numbers in italics indicate disputes in which the U.S. is not coded as having used force.
Dashes indicate that the incident is not in the MIDs dataset.
Abbreviations of Sources:

FF Facts on File

KCA  Keesing’s Contemporary Archive

KCWE Keesing’s Chronicle of World Events

NYT  New York Times

NYTI  New York Times Index

SS Strategic Survey

USDS  United States Department of State

WP Washington Post
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